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Chair: No, I get set. 

Chair: Okay. Okay folks. And we will get start. If you don't mind, and just to let the 
councillors know that the full meeting will be audio recorded so if you can just 
indicate who you are before and before you speak. I just also I suppose want to 
pass on condolences to Andy Walsh just on the passing of his mother. I know 
he's here, and thanks very much for coming under the circumstances as well.  

Chair: Just the first item on the agenda. Agenda is the minutes of the Northwest Area 
Commission Meeting for May, so can I get proposal and seconded by Cllrs Emma 
Murphy & Anthony Connaghan.   You have the questions to the area manager in 
your packs. And the Cabra Area Office Report just actually I'll bring you in. I just 
want to give my apologies from Councillor Seamus McGrattan. So, Cieran ... 

Cllr Cieran Perry: Thanks Chair. 

Cllr Cieran Perry: For just in relation to Mount Bernard Park, thank you for the answer you gave 
the area. And just it's not quite clear is there a growing issue with that mound? 
Is that why they ...  

Cllr A Connaghan: Yes, [inaudible 00:11:49] 

Chair: Thank you.  

Chair: Extinguishment of the Public Right of Way over the Laneway to the rear of 2-24 
Kinvara Grove, 72-110 Kinvara Road, between 34 & 36 and rear of 32 Park Road, 
Navan Road, Dublin 7 

Chair: Proposed Extinguishment of the Public Right of Way over the laneway to the 
rear of 36-109 Kinvara Park, between 88-90 Kinvara park, between 1A Kinvara 
Avenue and 265 Navan Road, and to the rear of 265-315 Navan Road, Dublin 7 

Chair: You want to propose that Councillor Carr and seconded by Councillor Perry. 
Thank you. We have a note to propose extinguishment of the right away at 
Kinvara Avenue and Navan Road and Councillors Carr and Perry propose and 
second that again Thank you. 

Chair: Cllr Perry we have your motion, motion six. Do you want to come in on that? 

Cllr Cieran Perry: Yeah, thanks Chair I'm glad to see sense finally prevailed and a bit of a 
convoluted process and probably unnecessary convoluted process. But glad to 
see that it appears that the residents get what they wish for from the start. It's a 
pity we didn't move more quickly, I think It reflects on the council and the 
council's procedures when there's unnecessarily delays on issues like this. So it 
may be just to note in the future. Just one comment and it's directed at 
yourself, Andy and apologies for having a go at you on the day that’s in it.  It's 
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really, really disappointing that I was informed about this decision by one of the 
residence who I was representing based on an answer from Minister Donohoe.  

Cllr Cieran Perry: Now while I wouldn't be naïve enough to think that I'm of equivalent stature to 
Minister Donohoe, I would have expected at least the acknowledgement given 
that I had at least 14 email communications with the department and phone 
calls on top of that sites visits and whatever. So it's really disappointing that 
after all the work that myself and the other councillors that were involved in 
this and project, or whatever we call it, and did that Minister Donohoe was first 
to be informed.  

Cllr Cieran Perry: It looked, it appears from the reply that it was his intervention that resolved the 
issue. Again just again to put that on record, Go raith maith agat.  

Chair: Okay, and just move on then from that motion 6. So we are onto housing 
matters for Cabra and Finglas. Firstly we have the Housing Report and Derek  
Healy is here if anyone has any questions for Derek. 

Chair: Cllr Anthony Connaghan. 

Cllr A Connaghan: Derek, hey, it's just in relation to the choice based lettings that was advertised a 
couple months ago over on Convent View.  

Cllr A Connaghan: I'm just wondering how it went. Has it been allocated and is it planned to 
continue the choice based lettings across the other senior citizens bedsits in the 
area, similar to one? Thanks. 

Derek Healy: Yeah, Anthony, as you are aware in connection with the choice based lettings 
there was nine people, nine applicants that we received and four of them 
females.  In Convent View crescent was all males that were in there so we're 
you are aware. And so because there was three women who were deployed 
under the choice based lettings we have three vacancies so we decided to give 
the three vacancies to the women. 

Derek: And we are going to do another choice based lettings on the senior citizens 
complexes and see how it goes as this was the first time. 

 
Chair:   We have James Nolan, Executive Engineer, to give an update on Scribblestown  
   Housing Project.  

James Nolan: I noted there was a couple of questions ahead in this meeting so I decided to 
come out and give an update I suppose in relation to where we are at in terms 
of the procurement process. As the project is ongoing and there was a couple 
questions about was there revisions to the design. There's no revision to the 
design. We're expecting tender to be in on the 5th of July, and we expect the 
evaluation process can take about six or eight weeks. And we expect the 
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preferred tender to be appointed probably sometime in September. And we 
expect it to be on site before the end of the year. 

James Nolan: I suppose if there is any questions?  That’s why we wanted to come out 

Chair: Cllr Connaghan. 

Cllr A Connaghan:  Thanks James. I had just a glance over the email you sent yesterday there was a 
couple of things that popped out of me. One that it was recommended that 
there was less units put on the site. I'm just wondering I didn't read it. I just 
scanned it as I was a housing conference in Woodquay off the phone.   I'm just 
wondering how come there's no change to the design and the number of units if 
the geology people, was it? They said the site potentially would be better with 
less units on it and just in relation to the contamination what was found in 
relation to that?  

Cllr A Connaghan: Thanks. 

James Nolan: Just to give an overview. There was the numerous investigations done on this 
site. The initial site investigation report identified that there was contamination. 
What it was oils so hydro carbons. It was most likely from fuel spill of refilling 
most likely diesel is what they came out in terms of their conclusion. 

James Nolan: So this side investigation team went back out onto site and I think we've had 
four different site investigation reports from this site now. The initial one the 
residents had asked me for it so I issued it to them and yourselves as well.  The 
report doesn't recommend reduction in the number of units. The residents in 
reading the report, I supposed had read the report and had just raised some 
number inquiries around the geo technical report on the site. And they had kind 
of come to the conclusion that well is the report not pointing towards the 
reduced number of units?  

James Nolan: The report just said set out I suppose site conditions that were on the site. It did 
identify the potential contamination. It identified the depth of the bedrock, 
which is bog standard enough on a brown field site. I think a lot of the fill 
material from the original construction was actually placed on that part of the 
site from when the original development happened out there. So, and the 
reason it was so much site investigation was that the real risk I suppose was 
contamination because it's a lot of materials again removed from the site. And it 
was just a question of what are we looking at a lot of costs and disposing of that 
material because it wasn’t’ entire site contaminated or was it an isolated spot?  

James Nolan: That's why they went back for three or four more investigations. At the 
residents I suppose in reading the report they question well is it pointing 
towards as well in terms of the ground conditions that you should reduce the 
number of units? It isn't pointing towards that. It's actually a very typical site for 
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development around Dublin and there are no issues from a geo-technical 
perspective. 

James Nolan: There is a bedrock there. It will be piled most likely. We don't have the detailed 
designs yet, they recommend as part of the tender process. That's what I was 
just notify the residents  of. The report doesn't reach that conclusion. The 
design is ongoing. And there are no issues really with the site in terms of it being 
abnormal or leading to abnormal costs, which I suppose is the other question 
that the residence were asking are there abnormal costs associated with the 
development on that site. And there aren't now that we've confirmed it. There 
is no huge contamination on the site. 

Chair: Okay, thank you James 

Chair: So, we are moving on then to Finglas Matters. So we have the Finglas Area 
Report.  Any questions? 

Chair: Councillor Theresa Keegan. 

Cllr T Keegan: In relation to the Drake Inn, I'm always on about these things, but I believe 
there's a tree growing up inside the Drake Inn. And there's a branch or two 
coming out through the side of it. And people are worried if it's the same tree. I 
don't know. I've looked at the branch, and it doesn't look like it's coming from 
the tree, but there's a tree growing inside of it. 

Cllr T Keegan: Also, was it on the derelict site, and is it still on the derelict site. And number 
two the people in Prospect Hill l are very happy with the maintenance and 
repairs that's done in their apartments and is being done very fast. And people 
gone on holiday have been given due time, and I really, really appreciate that. 

Cllr T Keegan: And also I'd like to know when is it going to be completed, and when are they 
apartments in block two going to be given out to people. And are they going to 
be the same people that was interviewed some years ago. Are they still on the 
list? 

Cllr T Keegan: Thank you. 

Cllr C Perry: And just in relation to the Liam Mellowes working group report would there be 
an up to date report since the reports. I know that the launch is planned for 
Saturday. And I know there's requests coming into local area office and maybe 
get an update on that. Go Raibh Maith Agat. 

Cllr A Connaghan: I was going to ask the same question as Cllr Perry had about the Liam Mellowes 
Memorial statue there, which is one. And while we have Fergus down there.  

Cllr A Connaghan: And one of the questions I have in at this month’s meeting was in relation to 
hedges and bushes along the road. The stretch of Ratoath Road, which goes 
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from Woodbank Road, sorry, up as far as Ratoath Avenue. And for years I've 
been asking the council’s Parks Department to do something in relation to the 
green area as you're heading out towards Cappagh Hospital on the right hand 
side, there's a palisade fence in there that looks terrible and before Eoin Ward 
retired which was a number of years now they said they were going to do 
something to it to improve the look of the road.  

Cllr A Connaghan: The response I got to the questions says there is improvement works to go 
along there. And I'm just wondering if it's the parks department, or it may 
possibly be Patrick that answers this but if you could give me some kind of 
details on what to plan for that stretch of road. 

Cllr A Connaghan: Thanks Chair. 

Chair: Okay. Aidan, do you want to come in here? 

Aidan Maher: Thanks, Chair.  

Aidan Maher: Perhaps in a few minutes Derek might respond to Prospect Hill and Fergus might 
respond on Ratoath Road.  

Aidan Maher: In terms of the Drake Inn the Rates Department have contacted the owners 
there. And they have indicated some work are likely to happen soon. I haven’t a 
timeframe we're hopeful to be able to bring some positive information because 
it does need to be addressed. I see some painting has been done to the building, 
however, it was done and is welcomed and it looks a lot better in the front. And 
hopefully the side will be done as well.  

Aidan Maher: In terms of ... I actually don’t think it's on the Derelict Sites Register, but I’ll 
check that that for you Councillor Keegan. 

Aidan Maher: In terms of the Liam Mellowes working group, Anthony and Ciaran, basically 
yeah there was a list of requests sent in, we would have got them Monday 
morning. And some of the things we weren't able to help with, for example, the 
request for a road closure. A road closure is a very legal process. The council 
does it. What we did was we contacted the Gardai to see if they could possibly 
consider it under their thing called section 21, which shortens the timeframe. 

Aidan Maher: But that's very much a call for the Gardai. We wouldn't be in a position to 
influence that decision. 

Aidan Maher: In terms of the other issues Liam Mellowes Committee were looking for, some 
of the things we weren't able to help them with but we have been helping them 
even though it is not a formal Dublin City Council event.  We have arranged for 
through Catherine Brophy Walsh’s team to provide some barriers, and they will 
be provided. 
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Aidan Maher: Now I understand from the Art's Office, there's still some outstanding issue they 
have with the actual plinth, which you know is about the height of an average 
person. There are four significant bolts on the top of it and, because the last 
phase won't be done for indefinite period of time, probably a considerable 
period of time. Maybe up to two years. 

Aidan Maher: There is a concern of the health and safety because children might be attracted 
to play on it, might get caught on it somehow ... So that issue is still outstanding. 
I know Ray Yeats has written to the committee, pointing the issues out to them 
and that Parks and Planning would need to have satisfactory solution to that. 
Gerry Buckley had some solutions which we are not totally happy with, but 
we're getting close to the wire now so we'll need to resolve pretty quickly. 
Maybe Councillor Clancy may have an update on this – no.  

Aidan Maher: So that's as much of an update from what I had here.  

Cllr A Clancy: That's great news that everything's moving along and hopefully we'll have one 
concluding meeting to the Committee. That's great that you provide the barriers 
and anything necessary for the opening day. 

Cllr A Clancy: Do we have an actual official time and date? And the time is 12:00, 12:00 noon 
is it? And it's quite obvious despite things health and safety when the time 
comes the actual piece of sculpture and statue is placed on it. That obviously it 
can be sufficiently placed without those spikes coming out the plint. The plaque 
is in place and all of that. All good, marvellous, thanks very much. 

Chair Cllr Perry. 

Cllr C Perry: Thanks Chair. Thanks for the, Aidan, that's good news for it to be soon as 
possible. 

Cllr C Perry: The outstanding bolts that's not going to interfere with the opening ceremony? 

Aidan: Its not our call on that, there could be outstanding health and safety issues. 

Cllr C Perry: Okay. 

Aidan: [inaudible 00:27:02] commission [inaudible 00:27:09] 

Cllr C Perry: Right. Okay. 

Aidan: I'm not sure [inaudible 00:27:31] 

Chair: Could you use your mic so we can? 

Fergus: Sorry, I'm getting updates from Eugene after the facts. No, I don't know what 
the next phase is. 
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Cllr C Perry: Just again I've been asked to issue an invitation today to all the councillors for 
12:00 for 11.30ish on Saturday. The Lord Mayor is open as far as he's aware. 
He's open 12:00 on the Saturday. So if there's something going on that will need 
to be notified to people. 

Aidan Maher: Yeah, and that's what we're all expecting to happen. And one of the issues is will 
the Gardai approve the Section 21 road closure. It's a significant enough access 
route. I know it's not as busy on a Saturday as during the week, but it is a 
significant space. 

Aidan Maher: And then there is this issue of health and safety. And I think both have to be 
resolved. You know it's going to be tight. We've got 72 hours really.  

Cllr C Perry: On the assumption that it will be resolved, the committee just asked me to 
invite all councillors to be opening at 12:00 on Saturday. And if people are 
interested they have seating arranged and all that. If people would just let them 
know that, or let the local office know that you're planning to attend. It's also so 
you could get recognized.  

Chair: Could the local area office maybe once the issues are resolved send out the 
invitation officially and then we can officially reply, if that's okay? 

Chair: Is that what you wanted to come in on Councillor Clancy? Yes that’s ok.... 

Aidan Maher: Did you want Derek to respond on Prospect Hill? 

Derek Healy: A commitment was given approximately six months ago and the allocations of 
the people who done the interviews and the past, subject to meet the same 
criteria - those in need of  housing will be considered for Prospect Hill. In 
connection with the official date of when it's going to be opened, they actually 
can't give that date at the moment. I will go back to Housing Development and 
get an update. I believe city architects are snagging with the developer on the 
works. 

Derek Healy: All okay? 

Chair: Councillor P McAuliffe. 

Councillor P McAuliffe: Just in relation to Prospect Hill. I know there were a number of people who 
were offered a place in terms of so, yeah, but some people's circumstances have 
changed. Some people may no longer be a couple that are no longer a couple.  

Councillor P McAuliffe: I obviously know there'll be some difficulty working through those cases, but 
just ask you to be flexible on it because I think a lot of time has moved on since 
the initial effort was made. But I appreciate the effort that we're going back to 
those people.  
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Chair: Thank you. 

Chair: Area Wide Matters, item 10 the Public Domain Report. Catherine Brophy, Walsh 
is giving the report. And you're very welcome, Catherine, this is your first area 
committee meeting. Pat is taking a back seat]. Never. 

Chair: So if there's any questions for Catherine? 

Councillor A Connaghan: Thanks Chair. Catherine, just wondering with regards to the mobile CCTV it says 
we've used it and we've once again deployed it. I'm just wondering has there 
been any evidence of people , have you caught anyone basically using the CCTV? 
Particularly on Fergals Lane and any time I go by there there’s always bags 
dumped at the entrance, and further into Fergals Lane. I'm just wondering if 
we've identified any individuals. 

Councillor A Connaghan: And on another issue I had asked for CCTV to be used at the bin at the junction 
of Cappagh Road and Cardiffsbridge Road and because I regularly get the bus 
there, and I go by it every day on the bus. And there's constantly bags against 
that bin hanging out of bin. The response I got last month said that it wasn't a 
problem and that bin and the one at the Church of the Annunciation constantly 
bags sitting out. So I'm just wondering can we use CCTV at that particular 
junction because it's obviously I'm assuming it's the same person or a number of 
people that use it and I’m for it to stop.  

Councillor A Connaghan: Thanks. 

Councillor C Perry: Thanks Chair. Catherine, welcome, I look forward to working with you.  
Catherine, Patrick had been very proactive on the dog foul issue in the 
northwest area, particularly in the Cabra/ Finglas area. And we just need that to 
continue, and as you're probably well aware it's one of the biggest issues 
brought to our attention consistently.  

Councillor C Perry: And maybe after six months review and see the areas that we've targeted to see 
if they have been successful maybe fines issued and that type of thing, just a 
suggestion. 

Councillor C Perry: And similar question to Councillor Connaghan relation to CCTV, again, I had a 
conversation with Patrick before your deployment, about a couple of black 
spots in the Cabra area. And a small number are consistent in dumping in the 
area, maybe CCTV could be deployed to try to tackle that. I know there's 
obviously technical difficulties identifying people and that type of thing.  

Councillor C Perry: It's still works and worth trying and the publicise there is CCTV it might put 
people off attempting to dump, and maybe if it doesn’t appear to be successful 
we may have to think of some other way of ... There is a small number but it 
makes  the area  extremely scruffy looking and I can only imagine given those 
the same spots all the time it's the same people all the time. They're hardly 
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coming from too far, and it’s done in the same spot consistently and I know the 
gates on the far end of Fassaugh Ave have had an impact when closed. The 
gates that are due to be put down on the other end should have an impact, but 
that may force the dumpers out onto the main streets.  

PART 1 OF 5 ENDS [00:34:04] 

Councillor C Perry So just maybe those two issues, if you could concentrate on, please. Thank you.  

Cllr A Clancy: Thank you and welcome, Catherine you're very welcome. I'm not if sure you'll 
be au fait with this one because I think the manager has, and me and Patrick, 
have been liaising with the other side of the road onto Tesco Drumcondra and 
upgraded the pavement precinct. Upgrade, whatever we want to call it. It's in an 
extremely bad state, I think you're probably aware, Patrick. Maybe, Katherine, 
you're not just yet. Just wondering what relationships have formed and what, if 
any agreements or any progress, been made? 

Cllr P McAuliffe: Yeah, Catherine, I just would like to welcome you aboard. I don't have any jobs 
to throw at you here because you're still probably reading your way into things, 
but I apologize in advance for all of the emails that we probably send you with 
different issues. But just to pick up on two points, the point that Cllr Perry made 
about the location of dog fouling bins, I think that is really important that we 
review that because we've had some cases where they were installed, but 
weren't necessarily linked in with the cleansing and so go uncollected for long 
periods of time.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: And in some cases, I know there's one example, which Patrick was dealing with 
me and I’ll send them onto you as well, which is the location is just very very 
close to a person's back garden, so they're sitting in their back garden and all 
they can get is the smell of dog. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: So I think it just might be worth having a look at it again, but I think I've got 
some answer saying that program's not going to be rolled out for the rest of the 
year because funding has been used up. I think we just need to look at that and 
see, because I think it has been very successful. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: And the other thing that I would ask you to continue to prioritize, I think Patrick 
has done outstanding work with some of the community groups in terms of 
about the Tidy Town organizations, but also the small environmental groups 
that we've set up in small roads where there might be two or three people and 
we've supported them. So those two schemes I'd be very supportive of and look 
forward to working with you Catherine.  

Cllr N Reilly: I have a question for you, Catherine, I was just wondering what is the area's 
office role in terms of needles. There has been an increase in needles, used 
needles in some areas. This came up in Safer Ballymun last week and I've got a 
couple of reports again this week of used needles being found. And I suppose 
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residents aren't sure of what's the best course of action in terms of disposing of 
them. 

Cllr N Reilly: And I suppose then just to thank Pat for all his help over the years, I'm just 
wondering what his role is now that Catherine is here? Thank you. 

Catherine Brophy Walsh: Okay, just to start, to let everyone know, Patrick's not going anywhere, and I'm 
going to be dependent on him very much so over the next few weeks to help me 
while I'm finding my feet. 

Catherine Brophy Walsh: Just to come back to the illegal dumping first of all Patrick will be more au fait 
with the areas that have been identified and reported on in the reports ... do 
you want to just quickly? 

Patrick Smith: Yeah, we had a number of fines hopefully found in Fassaugh Avenue ... sorry, 
Fergal’s Lane, we got a van parked and dumping a lot of rubbish in there, we 
have a number of individuals. The individuals are much harder to deal with, we 
do our name and shame board, but with the new data protection regulations, 
I'm not 100% sure can we use them still? But we do have a couple of vans, we 
have a couple of fines. We had fines at Musgraves and St. Candice’s so you have 
a number of fines there.  

Patrick Smith: At the moment, on Fassaugh Avenue, we have had a location I think also. It's 
been proved successful again this year, so hopefully get a number of fines out of 
it there. 

Catherine Brophy Walsh: Thanks. With the regard to the dog fouling, there has been a lot of work done 
with regard to dog fouling in all the areas. I suppose the best way to evaluate 
the dog fouling is to look at the levels of complaints that are coming in through 
CRM and to try to examine that over the next couple of months and see if the 
levels are dropping. We need to record what's coming in, in order to get a good 
picture of it. So when there are reports, please let us know and we will continue 
to monitor that. 

Catherine Brophy Walsh: We will be continuing to roll out for the next couple of months anyway with the 
campaign. With regard to areas that are looking very grubby for public domain 
from the illegal dumping I would propose over the next couple months that we 
will look at some public domain enhancements for those areas to try and lift the 
areas, lift the look of the  areas, in order to deter people from the illegal 
dumping. Anywhere we can put up signage that may be of assistance or 
anything like that, let us know, and we can arrange it as soon as possible. 

Catherine Brophy Walsh: Needles disposal, again, it's something that has to be reported to us, reported, 
logged on CRM, directed to waste management, to get a trained ... people who 
are trained in disposing of needles out as soon as possible.  
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Catherine Brophy Walsh: But again, it needs to come quite quickly to us in order for us to get them out 
there.  

Catherine Brophy Walsh: Drumcondra ... I don't have ... now ... that side ... I was dealing with Maura Kelly 
there only recently regarding Drumcondra and I don't have an update on it just 
yet.  

Dave Dinnigan: Sorry, on the Drumcondra one, we've had some re-configuration of the Public 
Domain Teams doesn’t help with our boundary changes. But this one we will 
give it our concentration, but often times those aprons from shops are privately 
owned so it does take a level of co-operation from the shop owners 
themselves,…….. 

Dave Dinnigan: But we'll come back to you on that Councillor. 

Chair: Okay, thank you, so the Sports and Wellbeing Partnership Report is just for 
noting. Item 12 and 13 and then I'm going to take the Walsh Road report after 
that just so all of the traffic items together. So does anyone have any questions 
for Sean Callaghan? 

Chair: On traffic, we're on traffic, item 12 and item 13. 

Cllr A Connaghan: Sean, Sean just in relation to the list there. I put a request in for ramps on 
Cappagh Road near the Parochial School on Alyward Green there. I don't see it 
on the list. Now it would've been last year at some stage. I'm just wondering 
could you check that out, and if by chance I didn't put it in, is there any chance 
you could just add it to the list there for investigation? Thanks, Chair.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: Hey Sean, just two locations Sean, I appreciate the two recommendations 
regarding the children crossing sign at Jamestown Road roundabout. Obviously 
the more substantial works, we're waiting on those, and if you have any update 
on the progress of that I'd appreciate it. And the other one then is the school 
ahead sign. I'm not sure what the difference between the two is, whether it's 
children crossing or school ahead, would you educate me on that one, St 
Helenas School and Oliver Plunkett I'd appreciate you saying yes to both of 
those. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: I was down with Mother Divine Grace School again last week, they've opened a 
new sensory unit and I suppose they're particularly anxious that two new 
planning applications that are live at the moment, one in De la Salle and the 
other in Beneavin College, that the traffic department in ... underlining your 
contribution actually to the statutory process, that you would be aware of 
what's happening at the school.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: And the comments that I and other councillors have raised about the traffic on 
that. Obviously if there's an additional nursing and additional apartments that's 
going to both of those green spaces, that's going to put a lot of pressure on that 
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road and I think we need to make sure that whatever happens in terms of 
private development there, that perhaps it's an opportunity for us to load some 
of the costs onto the developers of what we would like to do on that location.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: Those two green fields were built as school with mostly pedestrian access, there 
isn't really any vehicle access there other than Mother Divine Grace I think we 
have to keep a close eye on those two planning applications. So if you could 
make a submission as part of the statutory process on those Sean I'd appreciate 
it.  

Cllr B Carr: Thanks, I just, I raised before about the traffic there on the main Navan Road 
outside the Deaf and Dumb School.   There was an incident there on Friday, I'm 
not sure exactly what happened, but where the kids are crossing the pedestrian 
crossing into Deaf  and Dumb School ... for a number of times, there's a number 
of , check with Gardaí……. there's always something going on, check with the  ... 
can I get something in writing from the council as to why they won't do anything 
with that stretch of road there. Because I'm the one that's getting slaughtered 
because I live there from the residents and all I’m doing is making up excuses for 
the council about money and everything else. Have you got something formally 
in writing as to why no one's bothered to do anything with that piece of Navan 
Road despite a number of incidents that are happening and despite kids 
crossing into a Deaf School and this is happening. So I'd appreciate if you'd give 
me something on that thanks. 

Cllr C Carney Boud: Hi Sean, I just noticed items 13 to 23 roughly there's a number of cycle track 
requests, and particularly one of my first ones that I put in 2014 still sitting there 
on the list. Maybe you could explain to us what the process is to get these 
moving forward. It's no use them just sitting on a list and nobody doing anything 
on them. Thank you. 

Cllr N Reilly/Chair: And just to ... I have a question in response to a question I put in, and I've put it 
in before and I think Councillor Montague also raised this issue around Longdale 
Terrace and removing the bicycle tracks, racks. And I know it's in the response 
that that's been, it's been previously not recommended, but I suppose I don't 
think we're looking at the bigger picture here because none of those bicycle 
racks have ... are being used. And they've never been used. And there is a huge 
issue with parking on the street and there's a huge issue now among residents 
with parking on the street. And I think certainly we need to be using the optimal 
use of the land and if those bicycle racks, of course we should be encouraging 
cycling, but they're not being used. They're redundant there. 

Cllr N Reilly/Chair: It was said that we would look at it again, about getting them removed, but I 
sincerely think we do and we need to provide more parking there, because the 
street is very narrow as it is, like two cars couldn't go up it at the same time, so 
it's just really putting pressure on residents, I suppose, and relationships among 
residents in terms of parking, if any of them have visitors over it's just 
impossible to get parking on the street.  
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Cllr N Reilly/Chair: But I'd appreciate if a better investigation was had into that matter because I 
don't think they should be there for the sake of being there. I think if that piece 
of land can be used for parking then it should be. 

Cllr A Montague: I've been a councillor here since 2004 and when I first got elected here, getting 
a bike rack was next to impossible. Meeting after meeting I'd come here and 
argue and fight. The bike racks outside the door here, the bike racks over in the 
sports center, the bike racks outside centra. One by one I got them by annoying 
people, by hassling people, but these bike racks are on a street where 
everybody has railings in their front garden that can easily accommodate the 
bikes. There's also a few places where the footpath gets quite wide where 
there's plenty of room to accommodate bike racks. 

Cllr A Montague: The residents on this street are coming to physical blows over parking on a 
regular basis, all for taking out three or four bike racks, that have never been 
used in my 15 years living in that ... I live in the street over from it. I've never 
seen once the bike racks used because there's really good place ... people would 
rather park their bikes in their front garden with the railings than park their bike 
in the street. It just doesn't make sense.  

Cllr A Montague: So as somebody who's a strong advocate of bike racks and cycling, these just 
don't make sense, and it's just not good seeing residents coming to blows over 
parking spaces when we could do something about it. So if you'd be able to 
have a look at that again and see if you can change it. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: Yeah, just to support my 2 colleagues on that, I think, Sean, actually, and I'll try 
and find it, but I think I have the written commitment that they would be 
removed. The problem was that the surface underneath them wouldn't 
necessarily support parking. And I appreciate that, but I think at the very least 
it's farcical that we have bike racks that are never used and haven't been for a 
decade; I think those bike racks could be better used elsewhere in the city 
where we really need them. [crosstalk 00:47:51] Yeah, exactly, and as Andrew 
said, no one in their right mind would park their bike in a bike rack outside when 
they have a small courtyard at their front door where the bike is going to be 
safer.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: So I just think it's logical that we remove them, and if the pavement doesn't 
support parking then that's a different issue we can address, but I think 
removing the bike racks is the first step. 

Chair: Okay, if that's all the queries, I'll bring in Sean now. 

Sean Callaghan: Yeah, Councillor McAuliffe just regarding the children crossing and school ahead 
signs, the school ahead signs are normally just used for schools really, like the 
children crossing sign we'd primarily use in more residential area. [crosstalk 
00:48:33] Yeah, the children crossing kind of shows a person trying to dash 
across the road, the school ahead is just two school children beside each other. 
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You wouldn't ... when you're kind of looking at them you wouldn't notice the 
difference but they do kind of have separate purpose, but nothing to do with 
them.  

Sean Callaghan: With regards to the planning applications you've mentioned, we do talk to 
planning ... traffic planning with regards to any new developments and they 
always come to us and look if there's anything we can get done with the 
developer we'll try and do it and try and keep it as safe as possible. So we're 
always in contact with them with new planning applications so I'll keep an eye 
on that.  

Sean Callaghan: Just with regards to Navan Road I'll have a look at that, that's no problem, I'll 
check it and see what the history is on access and we can look at it. 

Sean Callaghan: Regarding cycle track requests I can have another look at that. I mean there is 
designated ... there's a designated kind of department that deals with specific 
cycle tracks in terms of routes, we only normally do small kind of extensions to 
cycle tracks or small changes, so we can find out exactly who was involved and 
get back to you.  

Sean Callaghan: Longdale terrace as well, I can have a look at that, we can take that on as an 
appeal, no problem. At the time we didn't see ... we thought it would've kind of 
gone against corporate policy just in regards to bike racks but we can take your 
point on board and we'll have another look at it, no problem. 

Chair: That is item 12 and 13. So we're just going to jump down to item 16 which is the 
report on the Walsh Road Traffic Calming Measures Review. And we have Andy 
here, I don't think Helena's here? No. So Andy and Sean. And they are ... I 
suppose they're going to go through the report. We had a brief presentation on 
this last month, and we asked for more time just to review their 
recommendations. I don't know how people want to do this. Do you want to go 
through the report again, or is their questions that councillors want to ask in 
relation to the report? [crosstalk 00:50:49] Sorry? Okay, so maybe if you go 
through the report, Andy.  

Andy Walsh: Okay, thanks Chair indeed. So the report you referred to circulated to members 
in the May essentially still stands. Many of you know for some time we've 
received many requests to city council from members of the public regarding 
safety concerns relating the high traffic volumes and rat running in and around 
the areas of Walsh, Ferguson, Millmount and Millbourne Road. Walsh Road and 
Ferguson Road in particular are narrow residential streets, which were built in 
the 30s, and were never intended to cater for the large volumes of traffic 
experienced up to last year before our pilot commenced. The council's 
corporate plan states that we place the pedestrian at the highest level of 
priority in transportation, followed by cycling, public transportation, goods, and 
other vehicles. 
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Andy Walsh: It also says streets are to be living places and streets should be an integral part 
of the community and the focus of many activities that link together people's 
lives. 

Andy Walsh: The way which streets are managed and used promotes or discourages a sense 
of community and makes them an attractive or unattractive place to live. Health 
and safety of course of all road users is paramount in everything we do in the 
city council. In this neighbourhood we hired traffic management experts, we 
consulted residents, we spent extensive hours researching and designing 
solutions. To this end, I'd like to thank the members, the residents, and the 
wider public who all contributed to this process and indeed our own officials in 
the area offices and in the civic offices.  

Andy Walsh: The preferred option was presented to members in 2016 and this essentially 
meant a recommendation to erect bollards at the bottom of Ferguson and 
Walsh at the time, thereby preventing motorized through traffic at the 
intersection at the ... the main intersection that we're talking about at the 
bottom of Walsh and Ferguson. 

Andy Walsh: In conjunction with the members we agreed to test the recommended scenario 
on a pilot basis in early 2017. We'll review the operation of the pilot over the 
last four months, including seeking the views of residents. 

Andy Walsh: We issued you with a report, we issued the members with a report last month, 
outlining the findings of the pilot, and I suppose like most interventions there 
are some possible downsides and these include an element of inconvenience for 
some private car users, an increase in traffic on some surrounding streets; 
however, we've shown in the report, that these streets can accommodate the 
traffic more efficiently and safely [crosstalk 00:53:28] requiring pedestrians to 
leave the foot path to proceed along to their destination by using the street 
itself. 

Andy Walsh: Issues with parking with school drop-off including inappropriate reversing and 
other manoeuvres and here we would plan, as I said previously, to further 
design more appropriate setting down areas if the pilot was to become 
acceptable and permanent. 

Andy Walsh: Some concerns were raised about less convenient access for some motorists to 
the library, to the park, and to the health centre, and then again some motorists 
... some concerns were raised on the other way, they made the opposite point. 
The library has in fact confirmed to us that numbers have not reduced. 

Andy Walsh: We have had no formal complaints from any customers of the health centre 
that there was an issue with the particular access to the health centre. I know 
there was some concern on the part of some of the staff. 
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Andy Walsh: There's perception amongst some that the bus route, number 11, has incurred 
greater delays, but the evidence shows that the worst possible delay would only 
be to 40 seconds.  

Andy Walsh: Despite claims to the contrary, Gardai have also confirmed there not to be an 
antisocial behaviour issue in this particular area. Whatever issue was mooted or 
discussed was already in play at that time. 

Andy Walsh: There are some clear positives, including the welcome removable or rat running 
with the very valuable safety benefits this brings. The return to a more liveable 
street, which again is consistent with our policies. Some feedback even suggests 
neighbors have better opportunities of talking to each other, and a more calm 
and safer community and again this has been reiterated in the number of 
correspondences to our offices. Even if the last month since presenting in May. 

Andy Walsh: Other positives include footpaths are returned to the pedestrians, which is what 
they're for in the first place, more children are able to walk or to use their 
scooters or cycle to school, greater enthusiasm for walking to the park, to the 
library, and to the health centre. And again this was re-iterated in 
correspondence in the last few weeks. And a modal shift with more and more 
cyclists deciding to commute. 

Andy Walsh: The traffic handling measures within the pilot benefit from a unique street 
layout in that pilot. There are no cul-de-sacs in this particular area which could, 
of course, cause anti-social issues and other issues. And so we don't have that 
particular geographical situation here. The bollards reduce one form of traffic to 
counter ... predominantly counter rat-running, and the issues that rat-running 
causes, however every other part of all the streets of this particular area are 
accessible by car. There's no area not accessible by cars as a result of this 
intervention. 

Andy Walsh: It's a lovely part of the city, a part where we know residents are most proud, 
and to build on this we're quite interested in working with the members and the 
residents and any interested parties and do public realm enhancements in an 
around the area of the bollards now that it's a safer and more pleasant place to 
congregate. 

Andy Walsh: The potential is great here, including ... there's no limit I suppose on what you 
could do and develop some farmers markets etc. 

Andy Walsh: We've received some questions since last month as well, since the presentation 
last month, and none of these affect our recommendation and we can discuss 
them shortly if that's what you wish. We certainly appreciate in the city council 
that any intervention will absolutely be welcomed by everyone; however, taking 
all factors into account, especially the safety of residents, and other users, and 
having confirmed the evidence ... we base everything we do on evidence, we 
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base everything we do on our agreed policies, it remains our recommendation 
that the pilot scheme is made permanent. 

Andy Walsh: Thank you very much.  

Chair: Thank you very much Andy, I appreciate it, so I have a list of councillors already 
indicated, so I'll just start bringing them in and then I suppose you can come 
back at the end. So Paul ... 

Cllr P McAuliffe: Thanks Andy, and I appreciate you going through the report because I think it's 
important that it's, I suppose put formally to us as well as being circulated in 
writing.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: I don't think there's any point in us rehearsing the negative elements or our 
criticisms of the traffic department over the last number of months, I think 
they've been well recorded. However I do think that this as a …… very clear from 
Chief Executive that this is an executive function, it's not a reserved function for 
us. But I think it's important that should this now become permanent that we 
actually record all of the submissions that were made during the process, and 
that we get the report to a point where at the very least the criticisms of those 
people who are against it are documented.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: And so I have a number of requests from that perspective. Equally I think that as 
a result of this, a number of adjoining residents' areas and some not even 
nearby but who have seen the benefits or the negatives of it have come to me 
with queries and said, "How do we replicate that now in our area?" And there 
are areas particularly in the Iona area where they feel that they've been 
impacted by some of the overflow from this that they would like to initiate this 
type of process in their area. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: And so to that purpose, there's five points that I would like that the report ... 
that we would include in the final version of the report that the council file 
specific mention of the 1,700 signatures which I think GADRA submitted. That's 
not specifically submitted and I think that 1,700 is a substantial number, albeit 
by way of petition. And I think it should be recorded. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: I think the concerns of the health centre staff, specifically, should be recorded in 
it. I think the overall cost of the trial should be recorded because it has been 
expensive and the main expense has been communication and yet that's the 
area that we have most criticism over.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: The fourth point I would say is the estimated cost of making the closure 
permanent. I think that should be included in the report so that when ... if there 
is call for this to be replicated elsewhere, the full impact of it is taken into 
account. 
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Cllr P McAuliffe: And as I say, the last item would be the process that residents in other areas 
that perhaps have been impacted by this can now proceed to look at how traffic 
in their area can be ameliorated. And I would ask the reports to be amended, 
not formally amendments here, but that the traffic department would include 
that information in the final report that they have filed. 

Cllr A Montague: Thanks, chair. Yeah, this has been a very controversial change to the traffic 
arrangements down there, and it's caused a considerable amount of 
inconvenience for people who don't live on Walsh Road where traffic has 
moved from one road to another, and I also heard reports from the health 
centre about staff making it more difficult for their journey to get around to do 
their work, so I wonder is there something we could do to help the health 
centre staff, if there was some way to help them that might ameliorate that.  

Cllr A Montague: But despite that, there's been so many positives with the Walsh Road changes, 
Walsh Road and Ferguson Road, just so many children walking to school. I mean 
that's such a positive thing to see, it's great for their health, it's great for the 
community, it reduces traffic for everybody ... what we're seeing is that modal 
shift, people moving away from car dependency to a small extent, it's not earth-
shattering proportions here but there's been a small shift in people moving from 
depending on cars to either walking or cycling and that's very much to be 
welcomed. 

Cllr A Montague: And even one of the other things that's happened as a result of this is some 
people, motorists, who are coming from further away, might be coming from 
outside Dublin altogether, they're avoiding the area altogether. So we're 
actually seeing ... it's not a zero-sum game, we're actually seeing a reduction in 
the overall volume of traffic in the area for all the streets, even if there's been a 
shift and some streets have lost out a little bit.  

Cllr A Montague: I think also what we've seen in the Walsh Road, Ferguson area is that because 
the streets have become so much calmer, there's a stronger sense of 
community. We had the community games there recently, and people are 
talking about children back playing on the streets which they haven't been able 
to do in a long time and that's to be very much welcomed.  

Cllr A Montague: One thing that strikes me is if we were to ask communities like the Rise, they 
have traffic restrictions. If we were to remove those traffic restrictions so that 
cars could have a rat run through their estate, how would they feel about that. 
Or other estates like Courtlands which is a cul-de-sac, the whole estate is a cul-
de-sac. If we were to make that a throughway so people could cut from Griffith 
up through Courtlands onto the Swords Road, I don't think the residents of that 
area would welcome that. 

Cllr A Montague: And the same way, I think, to go to the residents of Walsh Road now and to say, 
"You have an nice peaceful community, but we're going to take the barriers 
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away and go back to 380 cars coming down your streets in the morning in such 
a narrow area," I just don't think we could do that. 

Cllr A Montague: So for those reasons, I'll be supporting the continuation and making this a 
permanent change to the streets. What I would ask, in particular if there's that 
could be done for the staff in the health centre I think that would help 
everybody. 

Chair: Thank you, Andrew. Cllr. Carney Boud 

Cllr C Carney Boud: Thanks, Andy, for the report.  

Cllr C Carney Boud: I suppose I don't want to repeat a load of the questions that have already been 
asked. Just to add to it maybe, in regards to the health centre, can you just 
clarify, I know there was a submission at the early stage of the trial from the 
health centre around October 2017, do you have information on what those 
exact concerns were and was further submission made towards the end of the 
trial then with similar concerns being expressed, you know, or was it ... what I 
mean is have the concerns been consistent throughout the trial, and is there 
anything we can do to alleviate any of the problems caused to the health 
centre? 

Cllr C Carney Boud: My second question was around the installation of proper parking bays down in 
that area to help staff maybe have parking from a different side or people going 
to the health centre, that certainly there would be disability parking bays and 
set down areas. But I know you mentioned that in the report, so ...  

Cllr C Carney Boud: Were businesses invited to make submissions towards the end of the trial 
period? And I know you mentioned in the report that one did, I just wondered 
were they aware they could make submissions, were they approached? 

Cllr C Carney Boud: And then again on the spend I think it is important to note that in the report, 
the total spend to-date and the expected spend going forward for the 
installation of parking bays and the permanent barriers ... 

Cllr C Carney Boud: Overall, while I'm satisfied that the barriers should remain in place, my only 
criticism, I know we've said this before, but the traffic engineer's decision not to 
attend the community forums is very unfortunate. I really think they could have 
prevented an escalation of the frustration of some of the residents. With that 
being said, there doesn't seem to be any other overriding safety issue that 
occurred as a consequence of the barriers, and for me this is a safety issue and 
safety trumps inconvenience and with the residents down Walsh Road have 
expressed that it's life-changing almost in the difference of their quality of life. 

Cllr C Carney Boud: So I would welcome the permanent barriers, thank you. 
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Cllr Aine Clancy: Thank you Chair Mostly everything's been said, but one very important thing not 
to be ignored in this process that we haven't a huge amount of say in is the 
submissions from the likes of GADRA and IDRA and all of those. I won't re-
iterate everything that was said, but I think to have them recorded and 
acknowledged and responded to ... just the simple questions of were the 
businesses taken into consideration, if not why not, have Dublin City Council 
carried out a disability assessment of option 6 just to acknowledge that, and 
why was the consultants, AECOM chosen by DCC. How did they come to the 
decision that option 6 was the highest ranking. 

Cllr Aine Clancy: Those kind of clarity issues that we'd like to know. I know Iona Road are very 
interested in maybe conducting a closure and I'm sure many other people will 
be to, because there's no doubt about we've been representing Walsh Road for 
the longest time and the areas on the rat run problem that they had to suffer 
was horrendous. Morning and evening, and there was no acknowledgement 
either to the enforcement of that right-hand turn onto Walsh Road. 

Cllr Aine Clancy: So indeed the people have been suffering and I see their sound decibels are 
down and all of that and all of that is very welcome but if Iona Road are to go 
ahead, I think that we have consultants, traffic department, on road closures on 
Thursday and we need to have another one of those. I will not be able to attend 
the Thursday one, I want to have input into the process, how the process is 
conducted, because I don't think this was a process that was conducted 
particularly transparently. 

Cllr Aine Clancy: Clearly and certainly the fact that, insult to injury, no traffic engineer or expert, 
when invited to the Drumcondra Forum would indeed not attend, and the 
answer to me was that they don't attend those kind of things. Well I've been at 
many meetings in the inner-city and East Wall where they have attended in the 
past, and I think Drumcondra shouldn't be snubbed in such a way.  

Cllr Aine Clancy: So on the ... 

PART 2 OF 5 ENDS [01:08:04] 

Cllr Aine Clancy: So on us now having workshops on how this process is happening. It may be too 
little too late in a sense, because the only thing is that more of them may come 
about and we are going to have to be much more expert and versed and have 
much more say and take responsibility about how that process happens.  

Cllr Aine Clancy: The health centre, of course, is valuable to us all in our community in the whole 
wider area, and we have to adhere to what the staff are saying, and indeed, if 
anything can be done, be it Vantastic Vans, or parking displays or whatever, that 
will have to be done. That right hand turn on the Upper Drumcondra Road into 
Millbourne will have to be addressed. It's highly dangerous. Richmond Road, 
Ormond Road, the cycle track up the ... up towards Upper Drumcondra and the 
left turn onto Home Farm Road, all accidents waiting to happen.  
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Cllr Aine Clancy: There is a job of work to be done in the whole wider area for the traffic 
department, and I would like to know, when we see 48% increases on Home 
Farm Road and traffic, and you say to us, "The bus is moving," it ain't every day 
moving. And the thing is, there's a lot of idle engine noise, and I'd like some 
impact study to be done around this at the noise pollution in those areas with 
the idle engine and indeed, the boom, boom, boom of people's radios, however 
that is changing human behaviour. 

Cllr Aine Clancy: So, I completely welcome the fact that I could throw a rug on the middle of 
Wash Road now and have a picnic. There would be no traffic down there. I live 
there. I know the area. Now, the thing is, the pinch point times were between 
8:00 and 9:00 AM, and 5:00 and 6:00 PM in the evening. And it was absolutely 
horrendous. It was like a racetrack going through the place, and I think the one 
way system wouldn't have worked, simply for the fact that is known in evidence 
to have increased wreck ... speeds on roads.  

Cllr Aine Clancy: So, There is a solution somewhere in this. There is no doubt about that, that if 
you go down there now, it all will be quiet and all will be quiet in the morning. 
Yes, the rest of the roads have taken the hit. Botanic have taken the hit. Mobhi 
have taken the hit. Home Farm and Grace Park. And these are going to be areas 
which are going to be developed on. Grace Park is much developed on the last 
two years and will have high impact onto our main  N1. So we need to address 
these issues, and I want to know what the Traffic Department's plan is around 
that issue. 

Cllr A Clancy: Also, it has not been explored, the fact that we could have electronic bollards at 
the end of the road. This seems to happen. AECOM, our private consultancy 
firm, maybe could tell us more about that. And at the health centre or a timer at 
the Traffic Department who have a lot of technology at their fingertips could use 
in order to let this closure go ahead at these horrendous peak times that the 
residents on Walsh, Ferguson , Hardiman and O’Neachtain Road and all the 
others suffer. And very much we all acknowledge that.  

Cllr A Clancy: But I think the thing is that how much traffic is down and around the areas 
through the middle and the afternoon of the day, and maybe for the residents 
themselves, and for all and sundry, it might be worth exploring given that we've 
spent a large amount of money on a private company doing this assessment, 
that we further explore options on absolutely ensuring and giving people the 
safety and peace that they so deserve, but also keeping our community 
permeable.  

Cllr A Clancy: So I would just ask that we would maybe do an explorative with the cost on 
something, something such, which I don't think we've done before. And it would 
be very welcome to the ... all the interested residents in our area, that clarity 
and transparency at all times is a much better option to go by. We all say it in 
every department. Communication, communication. And- 
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Speaker 12: [crosstalk 01:12:26]. 

Cllr Aine Clancy: ... Thank you very much, Andy, for your time, and thank you, Chair. 

Speaker 12: Thank you,[Councillor Clancy And finally Cllr Connaghan 

Cllr A Connaghan: Thanks, chair.  

Chair: Oh, sorry. [inaudible 01:12:39]. 

Cllr A Connaghan: I'll keep it short. I've declared an interest, I think myself and Council Costello at 
the very start to this process, because those were motorists who regularly used 
the rat run down through Walsh Road. And myself, it was mainly at weekends 
heading towards Croke Park or down there towards the Fairview area, but I 
think what Cllr Carney Boud said sums it up perfectly. Safety trumps 
convenience. 

Cllr A Connaghan: There's been a few times over the last eight years that we've had a chance to 
close or leave open ... Councillor McAuliffe will back me up on this. And 
sometimes, you know the old town gap there, people were putting serious 
pressure on us to have that gap closed, but when we looked at the evidence, it 
was no worse than any other area in the northwest area, so that was left open. 

Cllr A Connaghan:  And then a lane, at the top of my own road, Mellowes Road, that I was putting 
people, friends of mine, out, by blocking it off, and we did vote to block it off. So 
I think we have to look at the safety there. The criteria results so many there 
sums it up for me. Improve, improve, no change, and then, has everything been 
eliminated? Yes.  

Cllr A Connaghan:   So, I formally propose, if that's ... if that's possible. I know it's an executive 
decision. I don't know why this couldn't have been done last month. But that we 
just accept the report, leave it closed, and then move on. And if anything has to 
happen for the surrounding areas, well then, we leave that in the hands of the 
officials to make life easier for people that this will affect around the general 
area. Thanks, Chair. 

Chair: Thanks Cllr Connaghan,  so we have Councillor Andrew Keegan 01:14:24 now. 

Cllr A Keegan: Essentially this all came about because of rat running. Most of the rat runners 
are single use car users, and essentially, single use car users or car owners 
driving around on their own, that day is gone. It's no longer sustainable. But the 
other issue, and I'd like to maybe the traffic department try it to include the 
new routes, especially two and three, dedicated routes into Dublin. How that 
might affect the traffic in general. I think the problem, not just on Walsh Road, 
but Iona, Drumcondra, Santry, Whitehall, up the ... Grace Park, for example, is a 
feeder road for the M1. It's a car park at peak times.  
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Cllr A Keegan: The key point is that we have a deficit in infrastructure. So it looks like there 
may be some bit of infrastructure coming in with the dedicated bus routes, and 
a Metrolink. Obviously, a Metrolink. I don't know whether it's going to happen 
or not. But on top of that, we do have to do something in that area to look at 
the traffic management. And that any traffic going into the Drumcondra Iona 
area ends up going around a circle. Traffic realizes that it can't be going into 
estates and using the rat running.  

Cllr A Keegan: Again, as some of the other councillors pointed out. There is other streets. 
There is other roads that we should close off or we should consider or could be 
considered closed off. The Walsh Road is not the first. In Ballymun Regeneration 
we've built roads that were closed off 'cause we didn't want traffic going 
through them, so in general, I accept and I support ... I do support the 
management decision to keep the roads closed. But we should look at 
alternatives in that area. And not just that area. As a whole. 

Cllr A Keegan: Now, looking at what happened over the last six months, the only thing I would 
like to say ... I saw Mary Taylor at one of the meetings. Having the skin stripped 
off by certain elements. And to this day, I don't know whether she got an 
apology or not. And to me, I was quite open minded from the very beginning, 
but I did think the road should be closed, but having seen some behaviour of 
some people, they didn't really identify themselves a very good organization, 
but them people, to this day, I don't think have apologized. 

Cllr A Keegan: But I'd like to commend the calmness and the coolness of the management who 
were involved and approached and talked to people as best they can. I know 
things got hot and bothered, but at the end of the day, I think the correct 
decision's gonna be made. 

Chair: Thank you Cllr. Perry. 

Cllr C Perry: Thanks, Chair. I'll be brief. I don't directly represent this area, and I'm not fully 
au fait with the whole process, and I did represent the area on my first term of 
... obviously, as a councillor in 2009. And the rat running on Walsh Road was one 
of the major issues in this ... in the area when I was a councillor, so I recognize 
that it's been ongoing for years and needs to be addressed and what has been 
implemented at the moment, I don't think we could even possibly consider 
undoing at the moment. The success for the residents' immediate benefit 
outweigh certainly discommoding others. 

Cllr C Perry: One disappointment I have had at the time, and I still have, is the lack of 
enforcement of the no right turn. It's possible that we may not have reached 
this stage if it had been enforced. At this stage, obviously, it's more beneficial 
not to have, but even now, and at the meeting that we had to discuss traffic, 
there's an acceptance that the Gardai just don't enforce no right turns and such 
signs. Simply an acceptance. I find that absolutely unacceptable.  
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Cllr C Perry: If road signage such as that is implemented, there's a requirement that is a 
follow up and that it is actually implemented that the Gardai do provide 
resources. I think it's both the Gardai and the council officials and even 
ourselves, appear to accept the excuse that that man power is an issue.  

Cllr C Perry: I would support the calls from all the previous speakers for any actions that may 
alleviate the knock on effects on the other roads, but I think as the other council 
have said, the safety issue definitely trumps discommoding others. 

Chair: Councillor Carr. 

Cllr B Carr: Thanks, Chair. [inaudible 01:18:45] I think [inaudible 01:18:47] to speak of it. 
Yeah. I think any ... And you have communities, they're living in housing estates 
and grow up in Dublin as kids, it's our priority to try and make it safe for kids to 
live. And the issue here is, when we close ... And the council have a policy of 
this. There seems to be a policy that you have, that we do this and see what 
happens, and we react accordingly. They have done this at College Green and 
everything else, we're chopping it off and seeing what happens. And you can't 
do this in areas where there's people living. Putting in bollards to stop rat 
running, cars are gonna find another rat run somewhere else, and other 
communities are gonna be affected by it.  

Cllr B Carr: We have to ensure that if there's a knock on effect in another area that we're 
not being told there's no money to do anything about it, because it's not fair 
that investment put into one area to fix a problem is resulting in another 
community suffering as a result of that, and that community being told there's 
no money. So we have to ensure, when we're doing stuff like this and it seems 
to work fairly well, that if there is a knock on effect in another area, and those 
people need to get measures done, that the finance is found to try and address 
them. That's the main issue I just want to say, Chair. 

Chair/Cllr N Reilly: And thank you. That's everybody now. I just want to put on record my own 
support for the pilot scheme and its retention. I'm not gonna repeat everything 
everybody said. Given the quality of life that's changed for people. I just think 
it's a no brainer and that it has to be made a permanent feature. But I just 
wanted to put that on record. 

Chair: There's a lot of questions and queries there, Andy, so do your best to try and get 
back to them. Thanks. 

Andy Walsh: Okay. Thank you, Chair. I think the common thread through all of the comments 
are, I suppose, that safety trumps an element of inconvenience. And I 
appreciate that that's acknowledged by all. There's a number of additional 
suggestions. Councillor McAuliffe, you know, in terms of how we replicate this 
in the future. To that end, most members would be aware that we're in the 
process of having workshops, that the next one is on Thursday, in how to look at 
this more holistically. Particularly because there are more and more requests 
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throughout the city in recent times to have a particular neighbourhood study in 
their particular area, so we have to try and have that ... have a more, less 
subjective way of deciding which ones to prioritize, and then are set up to 
qualify in the first place and then to prioritize, and take into account funding 
and etc…. 

Andy Walsh: The records, of course, can show all of the comments in terms of the additional 
requests for confirmation of additional ... the breakdown of the signatures and 
the submissions. However, we did, in the report, we did allude to the fact that a 
number of submissions, of course. But we have to be fair as well, and safe, 
demonstrate that in an objective way in the report.  

Andy Walsh: Of course, we can always, and we will always look at any other intervention that 
can be made that might help the situation where somebody might be ... have an 
element of inconvenience on a daily basis. And we'll meet and talk further with 
any of the staff if there is anything that can be done. However, the health centre 
staff, there are off street parking for them, and there are ... obviously, there's a 
couple for the customers, for the patients, a number of disabled parking spaces 
in the area.  

Andy Walsh: The process I refer to, again, can be ... We're now at the stage where we're 
looking at that actively in the workshops. In terms on Councillor Montague's 
comments and questions, it's ... It is a fact, and we don't have as extensive 
research as possible, but people coming in from afar are avoiding this particular 
area now, which is good overall for this part of the city, and I thank you for your 
other comments as well about the reverse situation. Would it be acceptable, 
and I know it wouldn’t. 

Andy Walsh: Councillor Carney Boud, just looking at the questions again. My writing isn't the 
best. We talked about the community forum. Again, some of those items are 
part of the discussion in the workshops at the moment, but different areas, I 
suppose, have different levels of resources and different frequencies of 
meetings and greater proliferation of different forums and other residence 
groups, so we can't possibly be in a situation that we can carte blanche say we 
can attend every forum. There will be exceptions, I guess, and maybe there are 
lessons to be learned for the future. But we do have this forum and we try to ... 
We communicate with Mary and others on a regular basis. Mary and her 
colleagues are conduits to us in traffic from the areas, and so we feel it's quite 
fit for our purpose, but of course, there's always room for improvement. 

Andy Walsh: Other positive comments there, which are welcome, of course. Councillor 
Clancy. Again, the submissions are collectively referred to. Let me just see. You 
mentioned the idea of collapsible bollards and that type of thing at certain 
times, and everything has been considered when we were looking at the 
options, and this was one that was deemed very early not to be practical or 
indeed safe because of the nature of the area. And there would have been a 
huge cost associated with the maintenance. Even if this was acceptable from a 
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health and safety perspective, to put in collapsible bollards at certain times, 
there would have been a huge ongoing cost to manage that and maintain it. 
They're notoriously problematic. But also, the principle here is that we can't at 
any stage throughout the day create a situation which leaves pedestrians on the 
footpaths of this area at a greater risk, whether that's at peak times or non-peak 
times. So in any event, that wouldn't have been acceptable. 

Andy Walsh: There will be possible other interventions, and we will always look at them 
there may be cases in the next while where there's a need for additional 
pedestrianized crossings in certain areas, and if ... We will always look at those, 
and there will always be changes, and things will be evolving. I suppose we don't 
agree that at any time that this wasn't a fully transparent process. The whole ... 
everything we do is by certainly a transparent process. 

Andy Walsh: Councillor Connaghan, again, the emphasis on the safety is absolutely accepted, 
and thank you for that. Bus Connects, Metro, I know there's a presentation 
coming up on that, so it's another matter, but I think all of these things would 
create extra infrastructure capacity, which would certainly benefit, I think, a lot 
of residential areas and many arterials throughout the city.  

Andy Walsh: I'm just looking at the other points. [inaudible 01:26:16]. Yeah. This has been 
going on for quite some years. We would be pleased to think that we have 
created a safer situation, created a calmer and safer community. This, along 
with other things we're doing throughout the city, like 30 KPH interventions and 
that. It's all about making places safer for our ... all of our users, particularly 
those quite young and the elderly. 

Andy Walsh: And the lack of enforcement, I suppose. There's less pressure on these junctions 
now, but there's always a case to be made, I suppose, so we will, on your behalf, 
and I'm sure you will yourselves, always lobby the Gardai to try and carry out 
any particular enforcement they can. 

Andy Walsh: And again, the knock on effect in other areas, we made the point that it's in 
areas ... It's well dispersed, but it is in areas that don't have the fundamental 
bottleneck scenarios in terms of footpaths and narrow street width that we 
have in this part of the city. So unless there is ... 

Andy Walsh: If there's anything I haven't covered there, by all means, ask me again, but I 
hope I've addressed your questions comprehensively. 

Chair: Okay. And [inaudible 01:27:30]. 

Cllr C Carney Boud: If you could address the questions on the businesses and the spend, please. 

Cllr C Carney Boud: Businesses and the spend. 

Cllr C Carney Boud: Yes. 
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Andy Walsh: Yeah. When all of the options are concerned, those criteria are built into the 
consideration, and they're kind of factored and they're numbered and they're 
analyzed and a kind of a formula is built in that takes into account all these 
things. But it's heavily weighted, of course, in terms of the people that use the 
area, that live in the area, and on health and safety. Businesses are a part of 
that, but they are the appropriate part of that, and they can't ... It can't be 
disproportionately addressed.  

Andy Walsh: We would hope that this intervention will generally create a more 
environmentally friendly and other businesses I'm sure will benefit in the 
medium to long term as well, with the ideas we spoke about in terms of trying 
to look at farmers' markets and that. So that a kind of a rising tide will lift all.  

Andy Walsh: And in terms of the costs, the costs have been made available. The actual 
building costs are kind of quite small, in or around €30,000 odd, but in terms of 
all of the processes we've had to carry out to have as extensive as possible 
consultation process, that's ... You're talking up to €50,000 additional. In order 
to retain what's there today, there is no actual additional interventions to be 
carried out of any significance. It'll be just a regular maintenance ... road 
maintenance costs going forward in terms of looking at the signage and the map 
markings and that type of thing. So there isn't any further investment of any 
significance required. 

Chair: Thank you, and thanks everyone for your contributions. I know Neil is in the 
audience there. I think he started off the process with us here when he was the 
traffic manager for the northwest area. But I suppose there's nothing left but to 
just formally adopt a report, so is that agreed? 

Speaker 16: Agree. 

Chair: Agreed? Thank you.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: Sorry, Chair. So to just ask, and the ... Could those four items that I asked for to 
be included in the final report, that that they would be included? The reference 
in the petition, the reference of the HSE staff, the cost and the cost of 
permanency? 

Andy Walsh: Yeah. I'm including the reference there [inaudible 01:30:01]. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: Yeah. Agreed. 

Andy Walsh: Yeah. 

Chair: I'm not sure. I know there's a lot of residents here from that area, so I'm not 
sure if they want to leave now, or they're more than welcome to stay for the 
rest of the meeting. But I'll give yous a minute if yous want to leave now, but as 
I said, yous are more than welcome. Thank you. 
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Chair: Thank you. 

 Round of applause and thank you from residents in attendance. 

Chair: I was gonna say that didn't mean you [inaudible 01:30:33]. 

Chair: I said the residents of Walsh Road. Nobody else. 

Chair: Okay. We will move on, 'cause we have a couple of other presentations, so we 
have just gone back to the agenda. We have two presentations left. The first 
one is the Metrolink presentation. Aidan is here. Aidan. We got the report 
yesterday in our packs, and ... We got it by email, sorry. And it's in our packs. 
And thanks for waiting, Aidan. Thank you. 

Aidan Foley: No. No problem. 

Aidan Foley: Okay. I'll start. Thank you very much for the opportunity to present to the 
council. I'm pleased to be able to come and talk to you briefly about Metrolink 
and answer any questions that you may have, anything else we have at the end 
of the session.  

Aidan Foley: This is a very brief presentation that gives an overview of the scheme. 

Speaker 12: [inaudible 01:31:44]. 

Aidan Foley: And it also highlights where we are in the process and what are the next steps. 

Aidan Foley: There's a brief introduction to the scheme. There's a description of the project 
organization, things that are important for people to understand where we, TII, 
sit in the organization. I have a project update. I will give an explanation around 
some of the alternatives that are currently under consideration and then the 
next steps. 

Aidan Foley: And just to say, my name's Aidan Foley, and I'm the Project Director for 
Metrolink.  

Aidan Foley: Just in terms of project organization, at the very top of the three, we [inaudible] 
The National Transport Authority are the sanction authority for the scheme. TII, 
the company I represent, are the sponsoring agency for the scheme. And then I 
have a project management team beneath me working with me. And we have a 
number of different advisory groups to the right or left of the project 
management team here, which is to assist with the general administration of 
the project. 

Aidan Foley: Beneath the project management team, we have three principle consultants. 
We have ARBS who were responsible for creating the ... or carrying out the 
analysis on the emerging preferred route. The route analysis. They've not 
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finished their  brief, and that alignment was the alignment that we brought 
forward to put in the consultation. We recently appointed Jacobs Idom 
Consortium to take the concept design and emerging preferred route to a 
preliminary design and onward to the railroad application and the planning 
application.  

Aidan Foley: And Grimshaw Architects are an architectural firm who are tasked with 
providing ... citing the overall concept for the architectural concept and 
architectural vision for the scheme, and they're working closely with us and with 
Jacobs and Idom. 

Aidan Foley: You're probably all familiar with the overall scheme, but there's no harm in 
going back on it, and just to describe generally. It effectively is the combination 
of what was the original Metro North, which ran from St. Stephens's Green out 
as far as Estuary and slightly beyond, with what was the Metro South scheme, 
which went from St. Stephens's Green all the way down to Sandyford. 

Aidan Foley: Effectively, what we've done in terms of this scheme is we have combined both 
schemes to provide a metro spine, I think you would best call it, for the city, 
which runs from Estuary all the way through the city centre, and over to 
Sandyford. 

Aidan Foley: Just some key facts and figures around what we're proposing to do. This scheme 
will be a segregated metro system, meaning that it'll have its own dedicated 
running line. It won't be interfered with general traffic or with pedestrian traffic. 
So it'll be able to flow at higher frequency or higher head ways, or shorter head 
ways, shall I say, to provide more capacity to users. It's anticipated it'll carry 
about 15,000 passengers per traction per hour, which is well in excess of current 
light rail services, carry about 50 million passengers per year. 20 minute travel 
time from the city centre out as far as the airport. 25 minutes to Swords and 50 
minutes from Estuary all the way down to Sandyford.  

Aidan Foley: We haven't decided on trams or vehicle types yet, necessarily, but we anticipate 
that the rolling stop will be in the region of 60 to 64 meters in length. And we'll 
have 30 trams or trains working ... operating ... 30 trams operating per direction 
per hour.  

Aidan Foley: The overall cost of the scheme is about three billion Euro. That's what's been 
quoted in the press pretty frequently since the launch. I appreciate some of 
these areas are not of particularly interest in the northwest community, but I 
think I'll give you just a brief overview just to give everybody a sense of the 
entirety of the scheme. 

Aidan Foley: The scheme starts at Estuary. It'll have provision for about 3,000 park and ride 
spaces at Estuary depot. It then rides over it, over and onto the central median 
of the R 132 and Swords Bypass rises, and it runs in an elevated structure all the 
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way along the Swords Bypass, with stations provided at Seatown, Sword 
Central, and Fosterstown That's very, very similar to the original Metro North.  

Aidan Foley: From Fosterstown, the scheme runs in tunnel beneath Dublin Airport. There's 
obviously a station provided at Dublin Airport. And there's a future provision 
made for a station at Dardistown. The scheme continues onto the M50, where 
there's a station that was provided at Northwood, but it's really around this area 
that there were significant changes to the original scheme to that which was 
proposed under the original Metro North.  

Aidan Foley: Those of you who might remember, the original Metro North involved a cut and 
cover tunnel section all the way down Ballymun Main Street. What we're doing 
is once we're in tunnel, with regards to this emerging preferred route is at least, 
is that we're intending to be in tunnel all the way through Ballymun Main Street, 
providing stations north of Ballymun, Collins's Avenue just at Lady Victory's 
Church, and at Griffith Park in the grounds of Na Fianna.  And I'll go and I'll talk a 
bit about that as we go through the presentation. 

Aidan Foley: The key difference though, is that the tunnel is in bore ... The metro is in bore 
tunnelling in this location, rather than cut and cover. It's, again, as you move 
further south down towards the center of the city, the scheme varies or differs 
considerably from the original Metro North. The schemes have been taken over 
to Whitworth Road or Cross Guns, I guess, where we're going to locate a station 
there at Cross Guns Bridge, and that station's called Glasnevin Station.  

Aidan Foley: This station location has no advantage over the original Drumcondra station 
insofar as that it's intended that a combined metro and heavy rail station will be 
built at Glasnevin to pick up both the Kildare and the west ... The Kildare and the 
Maynooth lines, which pass through Glasnevin Station and onwards to the east 
side of the city.  

Aidan Foley: We then go down to Mater, where a new stop location is created just to the 
west side of the Mater Hospital, and then onto O'Connell Street and onto Tara 
Street. The station at Tara Street, along with the station at Glasnevin, are key to 
the viability of the scheme insofar as that it provides another key transportation 
hub there, an interconnecting point with the heavy rail and dart system. And a 
new station a new underground station is going to be constructed at Tara 
Street, with interlinkage to the main line rail.  

Aidan Foley: Route goes on to St. Stephens's Green, where the station is located on the east 
side of the green rather than on the west. The original scheme was on the west 
of the green, which itself was reasonably controversial. This scheme is on the 
east side, and the station is currently proposed to be on the main carriageway 
rather than within the green. 
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Aidan Foley: The next key difference to this scheme is the fact that we then join the existing 
green line at Charlemont Station, and then the metros then float ... run straight 
through Charlemont, down to Ranelagh and onwards to Sandyford.  

Aidan Foley: Just briefly, Sandyford ... I don't want to go into great detail, but it is a question 
that comes up frequently when we talk about this scheme. What happens at 
Charlemont? What will actually happen at Charlemont Light Rail Station, our 
current Green Line station, is that the metro services will take over the line at 
Charlemont and will continue on to Sandyford. The existing Green Line light rail 
service will terminate at that point and will turn back and go back towards the 
city center. The metro service themselves, then, will finish at Sandyford, and 
just in Sandyford, stop there, where there will be a terminus point, and then 
people will have to exchange between the metro line there and get onto the 
Luas line to go from Sandyford all the way down to Brides Glen.  

Aidan Foley: You probably know there are future plans to expand the network, the Luas 
network south of Brides Glen. In terms of timeline, we are currently ... We've 
just come out of the public consultation phase on that emerging preferred 
route. We are intending to go for a planning permission in Q 3 2019, and we 
remain on target to do that. By planning permission, I mean the railway order 
application will go in, Q3 2019. 

Aidan Foley: We're allowing about a year for the railway order process to follow through, and 
to come out the other side of that with a grant of permission. With a 
construction period ... construction commencement date of 2021, and a 
completion date of 2027. And that's in line with government policy in terms of 
deadlines they have set way back in 2015.  

Aidan Foley: The scheme does have a couple of alternatives that are still up in the air. The 
first alternative ... and those of you who have the presentation can probably 
see, it's option A. This was in the public consultation document and involves 
options around R132. Whether we stay elevated or whether we go down at ... 
and produce a nat grade solution, more similar to the original Metro North. So 
we're currently doing analysis on that particular option. 

Aidan Foley: We're also doing an option whereby we might go over the M50 rather than 
under the M50 and provide a depot at Dardistown Station. Again, that's very 
similar to the original Metro North. It came up quite a bit during our discussions 
and during the public consultation that these two alternatives are two 
alternatives that we want to try and bottom out before we go out again with 
the revised route.  

Aidan Foley: One of the bigger decisions that we have to make here that has implications 
scheme wide is whether we go with what is the existing emerging preferred 
route, and the twin bore solution on the left hand side of the screen here. 
Traditionally, metros have been built in a twin bore solution, so each train has 
its own singular bore with a cross patch, as illustrated there, as a place of safety 
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every 250 meters, for people in the event of an emergency or fire. More 
recently and increasingly, you're seeing metros being built by using a single bore 
solution where both trains run in one bore. And that has significant implications 
for the route, particularly in terms of the locations at which we would locate 
tunnel launch sites. Tunnel  boring launch sites. 

Aidan Foley: I just want to go back here slightly. Just on the subject of launch sites, this 
emerging preferred route, when we set out to ... when we went out to the 
public consultation on it, what we were saying we were intending to do was to 
launch the tunnel boring machine simultaneously at  

PART 3 OF 5 ENDS [01:42:04] 

Aidan Foley: Just north of the airport and at Griffith Park West and grounds at Na Fianna. 
That was predominately to make sure that we get the four TBN's working 
simultaneously to shorten the overall duration of construction. With a single 
bore solution and all the benefits that brings, there is no real necessity to have 
two tunnel bore locations on that route. In actual fact, we will most likely, in the 
event that we use a single bore, not have to put a launch pit in the grounds of 
Na Fianna football ground, and Mobhi Road which is a real interest to 
yourselves. I'll talk of that again in a little bit more detail. 

Aidan Foley: So, where are we at the moment? The public consultation is complete. We held 
eight separate events throughout the line to try and gauge the public reaction 
to the scheme as it was presented. We received enormous interest from the 
general public, and from interests of stake holders. We have up to eight 
thousand submissions on the scheme. There are a lot of people with justifiable 
concerns around property and land impacts for instance, justifiable concerns 
with regards to construction and operational impacts, specific concerns about 
station locations, and particularly the launch pit, visual impacts in certain areas, 
and the upgrade of the green line. 

Aidan Foley: People generally have been supportive of Metrolink. 

Aidan Foley: The next step for us is to having ... We're in the process of going through all the 
public consultation submissions we've received, and there is an enormous 
amount of them.  

Aidan Foley: So, what we're currently doing is we're going through all those submissions and 
we're trying to categorize them into certain concerns, and then we will then 
develop a public consultation report, which will explain to everybody what the 
general feel I guess was for the route and the general sense of whether certain 
elements were appropriate or not. 

Aidan Foley: We then will have a look at the emerging preferred route that is currently 
defined, and we take on board some of the submissions where relevant, and 
potentially make changes to the emerging preferred route, and once we make 
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those changes to the emerging preferred route, we will then go back out to 
public consultation, probably towards the end of July, early August with what 
we would call the preferred route, for further potentially six weeks period of 
public consultation, during which we would hope then to refine and define the 
preferred route for the scheme that we take forward to any order. 

Aidan Foley: So just to conclude, on where we are with the emerging preferred route. I guess 
the key thing to say, particularly around the whole issue of the tunnel on sight 
around Mobhi Road and particularly to the council itself is that the scheme is 
heading towards a single bore solution. We have a lot of work to do yet to 
justify a single bore solution for the scheme, but that is where it is heading, and 
there are reduced impacts arising from that potential decision on the grounds of 
both Na Fianna ,the affected schools in the vicinity and obviously on Home 
Farm. 

Aidan Foley: And what that means is that there would not be a launch site Na Fianna's 
grounds, and therefore the duration of extent of occupation of the site to 
construct that station would be significantly reduced. 

Aidan Foley: None of that has been absolutely finalized, but that is where we are heading, so 
the overall impact at Home Farm, Na Fianna, Scoil Chaitriona, Scoil Mobhi, will 
be reduced potentially from a six year to a two year period, to build the station 
only. 

Aidan Foley: So, I'm happy to take questions on that now if you have ... 

Chair: Great, thank you. 

Chair: So, Cllr McAuliffe. I'll bring up Paul first, and then ... 

Cllr P McAuliffe: Aidan. Thank you very much, and just thanks a million for the presentation, it's 
obviously going to be one of the most significant pieces of infrastructure for the 
Northwest area, and I appreciate you taking the time to come in and speak to 
us, and I appreciate the opportunity that we had the one on one type meetings 
in the Conrad Hotel, and I was glad to be able to have a chat with you about 
some of these points, but I'd like to put them kind of more formally on the 
record. 

Aidan Foley: Sure. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: I'm delighted that the NTA are heading towards decision where the level of 
disruption that was indicated for Na Fianna wouldn't be visited on that site. I 
think it was probably the poorest site. If a site had to be chosen for a boring site, 
that was probably the poorest I thought, and there were better alternatives. So 
would be interested, and I appreciate you're not finalized on this matter, but I'd 
be very interested to know if that means then that alternative boring sites in the 
area won't be considered, and the ones that I'd be of most interest would be 
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those that immediately fall within the Ballymun LAP, and the Albert College site, 
because I think any of those sites that I mentioned there, we could present the 
same case, the same strength of feeling, the same community response for any 
of those sites as was visited about, as was exhibited at Na Fianna. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: And so particularly, I'd say Albert College was the 31 Ballymun LAP sites, and let 
me flash out particularly the LAP at the Ballymun LAP. We believe as councillors 
that the LAP is the completion of the Ballymun regeneration promise, for the 
community of Ballymun and so anything that would get in the way of that, we're 
going to fight tooth and nail, and it's gonna take a long time for us to complete 
all those sites and to ultimately build the shopping centre and provide more 
sport facilities upon the seven pitches opposite the Topaz, here. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: All those things are really important to us locally, and we'd appreciate if you 
could take them into account when you're planning the project. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: Equally, it's going to be very hard for us to attract retailers to this area, so when 
we have a developer on the hook, we don't want a last minute objection come 
in from the NTA, and I appreciate that was probably to do with where you were 
in the development as an organization, and the rolling out the projects, but the 
objection to the supermarket across the road was very unwelcome from our 
perspective, and I think you probably just put a hold on it and then it sorted out, 
that's fine, but I want to make sure that when other interested parties come to 
invest in Ballymun, that the NTA is part of the team that welcomes them rather 
than someone who puts that in their way. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: I mean, I appreciate that the Metro will help us do that, and so just wanted to 
put some of those things on record, and I appreciate your time coming out to 
us. 

Cllr B Carr: Thanks, and just to quickly go back to the big issue which hit all the news of the 
at the time in Na Fianna. You said there if you go for single bore that Na Fianna 
wouldn't be[inaudible].  You say with six years will it still be affected for two 
years if we go single bore Na Fianna, or is it completely off the radar ... 
completely? And also we've seen recently as well in the news about the new bus 
corridor that is coming out too in the way they are CPOing other people’s 
property. Is there ... will be much of that going, on this line here where people's 
private property will be CPO’d in relation to gardens or something like that? 

Aidan Foley: Okay, In terms of…. Will I answer that now? 

Aidan Foley: Perfect. 

Cllr A Keegan: Yeah, yeah, exactly. 

Cllr A Keegan: Just two questions on bus route and local bus routes competing on that 
particular route. So we have buses heading up towards to Dublin Airport and 
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Swords I'm not too sure one of them bus routes would be able to compete with 
the Metrolink when it goes live, also we have route No 2 the direct rapid link 
going to town in that particular bus route that was announced recently. That 
also will be able to compete with the Metrolink? So, the reason why you asked 
that question that bus route is not being viable because of the Metrolink, does 
that put Metrolink because of the cheaper option of avoiding transport 
infrastructure does that pose a threat to Metrolink not happening?  That's just 
kind of varies of cost. The minister said he was against scraping or he was going 
to scrap the southern part of Metrolink, is that still his position? As a result 
could the whole Metrolink could be in jeopardy because of that? 

Cllr A Keegan: In relation to the construction of Metrolink as its build, assuming it gets finished 
from town all the way to Dublin Airport to Swords does it go live, let come say 
Ballymun, Drumcondra go live before the Airport is ready, or does it have to be 
finished and then it goes live, and that's just a small detail, if you could. Thanks. 

Cllr A Montague: Thank you very much, and at risk of boring people I'd just like to welcome this 
switch to the possibility of a single bore tunnel. It's something I've been long 
time talking about, I brought it up when I was chair transport committee on 
many occasions and have the NTA telling me that it was out of the question.  

Cllr A Montague: But it has the possibility of saving huge amounts of money and it's an awful lot 
cheaper. From my understanding it should be an awful lot safer for a train track 
than the dual bore proposal, and it should make it easier to tunnel, faster to 
tunnel and the whole project should be delivered a lot quicker, so I'm delighted 
to see the shift of that given that most people won't be interested in those 
details. 

Cllr A Montague: Look, like everybody else I think the issue of Na Fianna's grounds is absolutely 
critical and it's one of the most important social features in our community, and 
we can't lose the social for physical infrastructure, we can't damage the 
community at such a devastating way by removing those pitches for anything up 
to 10 years, I just think that's not a runner. 

Cllr A Montague: And, we have to be careful also about Albert College because, I think the Albert 
College Residents had a settled decision from the previous metro for Metro 
North proposals and they were reasonably happy with them with some qualms. 
But now they're very unsettled again with the possible location, well the 
proposed location at Our Lady of Victories Church. And I think if we're looking at 
other things we should certainly look at that, and make sure we have good 
consultation for the Albert College Residents and get an agreed settlement 
there. 

Cllr A Montague: The station of Ballymun to me is very critical because we have gone through so 
many different proposals here. We started off with a proposal to have the 
metro running on stilts through the centre of Ballymun with 25 meter track, 
which would of just cast a shadow down the middle, would of stopped people 
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from crossing the road for about a kilometre along the street here and really 
would of been devastating.  

Cllr A Montague: Then we moved to an underground proposal which was very strongly 
welcomed, then we moved back to on the surface proposal which would again 
split the community in two. So we're back to an underground proposal, so we're 
very glad to see that, and hope that there's no more changes there. But in that 
we have to make sure that it's well integrated, in anything that's happening with 
the LAP, with the grounds here. The original proposal was that is was to come 
up in this space here in front of us, and that's why this space here was never 
properly finished, there were great grandiose plans for this space here, but they 
were put on hold because the Metro was going to integrate there, so we've got 
to come back and integrate and make sure that whatever is done integrates 
very well with what we have here. 

Cllr A Montague: Finally, I'd just would like to raise the issue of the Northwood Station because 
the inspectors report for Metro North An Bord Pleanala inspectors report 
recommended that the station not be in Northwood but it actually be on the 
main roads so that it serves both sides of that road outwards to the M50 and 
not just one side of the road. Because while there's nothing there on what's 
called the seven fields at the moment near Ikea there's potential for huge 
development there, and if we only have the railway serving one side of that 
road we're really cutting off the possibilities there. 

Cllr A Montague: The inspector the last time recommended that it should be at the centre of the 
road, and I think that we should go back to that proposal again, and shouldn't 
be just having it just on Northwood. 

Chair/Cllr N Reilly: Thank you, and you just I suppose of my own two pence worth, then I’ll bring in 
Councillor Perry. and I suppose some of the comments that you've made are 
very welcome to clear on Na Fianna and I'm sure the public pressure certainly 
had a huge, part to play in that and I'm glad there has been rumours that 
Ballymun may be looked at for a compound site. As Paul said you would get 
equally that public pressure if not more, and we haven't finished our 
regeneration, and those sites are prime pieces of land that we need finished and 
anything that would delay that would be disastrous for Ballymun and would set 
us back decades. 

Chair/Cllr N Reilly: I appreciate I suppose your comments on that and a commitment to that, and 
none of our sites in particularly our sites in the time centre like the shopping 
centre site will be used as a compound because that's very much part of the 
Ballymun regeneration, as is the Metrolink in itself and it has to be said. And 
also I suppose some of the lands up at the M50 where were looking at, 
Ballymun Kickhams coming in and there's a lot of consultation going on about 
that at the moment, that I suppose we'll have the support of the NTA and they 
will work with the club and the council, and all the stake holders, and just 
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making that, because that's certainly another I suppose really positive thing that 
could happen to Ballymun, and that's really it, thank you. 

Cllr C Perry: Thanks Aidan for the presentation, just a couple of quick questions and 
comments. 

Cllr C Perry: In relation to a single bore, why is that under consideration if it's cheaper, is it 
more technically difficult. Is there a time scale, rough time scale for that 
decision?  

Cllr C Perry: Cllr Carr has already asked the impact on Na Fianna, while we welcome to 
reduce period on site from 6 to 2 years, will it be still as intrusive as it would of 
been for the works that would have taken place over the six years, except on a 
smaller time scale? 

Cllr C Perry: Again, for comment, I hope serious consideration would be given to all 
submissions to the public consultation. In my own area we had concerns about 
losing part of the Mater of relocating the people from the Delcassian Down to 
those that wished it remained in the area, that they will be important 
commitments that we would expect from the project of this significance.  

Cllr C Perry: In my own submission I suggest that when the report on the public consultation 
is released, that maybe another period of public consultation even if its none 
non statutory, would be worth having simply because in that stage it'll be 
clearer what the possible final proposals are, and will also add to a transparency 
for the people in the public realm who may have an interest in contributing at 
that stage.  Go raith maith agat. 

Aidan Foley: Okay. I will do yeah. First I guess, just to talk about generally just in terms of Na 
Fianna you asked on the impact of Na Fianna in general, we're moving with the 
single bore, first we've consulted with not only with Na Fianna who are an 
important stakeholders but obviously the schools are as important around that 
area, and obviously the residents of Mobhi Road. 

Aidan Foley: And there's a lot, a lot of stakeholders in that general area who are affected by 
what we need to do there. So, while Na Fianna are an enormous project of the 
community there are other interested stakeholders there that we are trying to 
accommodate as well in these regards. 

Aidan Foley: We want to get a solution that suits everybody, I'm sorry not that suits 
everyone, but  one that is most likely to get the support of everybody I think it's 
the way to say it. In terms of what we're trying to do there and the implications 
for the single bore means that we don't have a launch site in Na Fianna's and 
that does for sure shorten the time that we're going to be on that site to build 
the works, it shortens it from six years to a two year period, approximately. 
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Aidan Foley: So yes, there still will be an impact on, all of the stakeholders in that area, 
particularly the two playing fields, what's particularly the Na Fianna grounds.  

Aidan Foley: It's the most, its reduced in it's overall size in terms of the impact, and it's also 
reduced in our timeline, so that's where we are with regards to Na Fianna. 

Aidan Foley: In terms of the Bus Connects, the CPO question, I should say that I don't speak 
for the NTA I represent TII, Transport Infrastructure Ireland and the NTA are 
dealing obviously with Bus Connects as a program, but yes there will be CPO's 
for Metrolink and they are outlined pretty much in the original public 
consultation documents to some degree. 

Aidan Foley: We've been in touch with all of the affected land owners and property owners 
who may be affected by the scheme to advise them of possible CPO's but it's 
very, very early in the process. We now have to take the design, understand the 
submissions, revise the design and see are the property impacts as described in 
the public consultation, but there is CPO required or will be CPO required. 

Aidan Foley: Just any question about the No 2 bus routes and competing with Metrolink, the 
No 2 bus routes and the other routes and bus connects and all of that, all of 
those bus routes are again being looked at by the NTA not TII in the context of 
the Bus Connect program. 

Aidan Foley: The Bus Connect program and all of the routes that it delivers are designed 
really to compliment Metro North and strengthen the case for its business case, 
not to in any way undermine Metro North's business case, and vice versa 
Metrolink cannot undermine what is the new Bus Connect program, so I can't 
speak for the NTA but I do know that the bus connect is a system that is 
currently envisioned will complement the Metrolink system and vice versa, It's 
all to due with getting integrated public transport system for Dublin.  

Aidan Foley: You mentioned that the Minister might scrap the southern section of the route, 
I haven't heard that at all, It's certainly not something that I've heard, It's 
certainly news to me. [inaudible 02:01:42] I heard it here first. 

Aidan Foley: No, as far as the TII are aware there is full support for Metrolink, the entire 
Metrolink from Estuary through to Sandyford. 

Aidan Foley: You asked about section completion and whether we might actually deliver 
parts of the line, it is possible to do that but it wouldn't be usual, I wouldn't 
think, but again we need to go through whole process of engaging, finishing out 
the preliminary design, moving to a detailed design, engaging with contractors, 
and it's only at that point that we really are able to talk about how we'll deliver 
this incrementally or once in its entirety. 

Aidan Foley: We're certainly given some consideration to that kind of thinking as part of the 
ongoing certain development of the project. 
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Aidan Foley: I'm glancing that the single bore was recognized as being a potentially more 
efficient solution with some respects, and we are heading towards that you 
mentioned Lady of Victories and the fact that people are ... the residents of 
Albert College Park are comfortable enough I guess with where we are.  

Aidan Foley: I guess there might be some concern that we might change the location of the 
DCU Stop at Lady Victories as well. But, at the moment we've got a lot of 
submissions from residents around the church in the general area there. So, like 
with all of the submissions in respect to that station we have to try and 
understand what the main concerns are with regards to that station. At this 
moment in time I'm not aware of any proposals to move location of that station. 
It remains at Lady Victories Church.  

Aidan Foley: But, we still have to go through the public consultation analysis and understand 
what the submissions are saying to us and take a judgment as to what the 
implications are for those submissions and what we might do to the emerging 
preferred route at its remaining located at the Lady of Victories Church. 

Aidan Foley: The point you made about Ballymun Station and integration to the urban realm, 
we do think that is absolutely fundamental at the assessment of the scheme to 
make sure the urban integration is carried out in a complementary manner to 
your own plans for Ballymun so you can take that as a given.  

Aidan Foley: In terms of the station location itself, I have to say when we did the original 
concept design and the [inaudible 02:04:05] and gave thought to the physical 
environments for these stations and where they may be located, but at that 
stage it's very high level reports, a very high level of emerging preferred route. 
There is limited detail in terms of the actual analysis with the impact on streets. 

Aidan Foley: But one thing I would say is that the current proposed location for Ballymun 
station is right in the centre of the road, right opposite that station. 

Cllr A Montague: Right, I was actually talking about the station. I had gone there on to talk about 
the station at Northwood where it is closer to Gullivers, and the inspector had 
recommended that it will be out there.  

Aidan Foley: So, I'll talk about Northwood then. 

Aidan Foley: So Northwood, because we are moving to a single bore solution we're 
intending, part of that proposal will need to be a station and a boring site, a 
tunnel boring site or launch site in the general area of Northwood. 

Aidan Foley: We are looking at the implications for the alignment in that regard, we are 
looking at potentially changing the location of the Northwood stations, possibly 
in line with what you're saying but it's not entirely clear, so we need to do 
further analysis on that. Is that Okay? 
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Speaker 17: That's great. 

Aidan Foley: Okay, want to go back to Ballymun station? 

Speaker 17: Yeah 

Aidan Foley: Alright so Ballymun station just to say that, the current station is located right in 
the center of the main Ballymun Road, very problematic to build, not impossible 
to build but problematic. 

Aidan Foley: So, we are looking at ways in which we may alter the location of that site that 
station location, to obviously ensure that we minimize impact on traffic, but also 
if there are lands that we could possibly locate the station it would be wrong for 
us to discard that.  

Aidan Foley: Now I take what you said here in terms of that being a site, but obviously you 
got plans to build the shopping development there, the major development 
there. And we have to cognises to those plans in thinking of about how we 
might mitigate the impacts of locate the station slightly differently, so we'll take 
onboard those concerns from this meeting. 

Aidan Foley: There was mention of compounds as well I think right? So, compounds area, we 
haven't at this point again given any great amount of thought to it, but I mean it 
becomes very, very much part of the overall planning for the scheme and 
certainly by the time we get to a preferred route, and by the time we go for the 
railway order application we'll have to have decided or at least recommended I 
think to interest the parties where our compounds are likely to be. 

Aidan Foley: So, we'll be discussing all of that with Dublin City Council as the scheme emerges 
and we start to get more finality or more decisions around the route, so that's 
something that we always keep an eye on but I can't confirm where we are with 
regards to the compounds just yet. 

Aidan Foley: And with Cllr Perry about single bore and why it's under consideration. 

Aidan Foley: Well the reason why it's under consideration is largely for the reason that 
outlined to the council members here. 

Cllr. Ciaran Perry: Oh, why it's only under consideration? 

Aidan Foley: Well it's not only under consideration because we have twin bore as well.  

Aidan Foley: So the original scheme was for twin bore, so that remains an option that we 
could potentially go with over ... 



T005_20180619 (Completed  08/03/18) 
Transcript by Rev.com 

Page 41 of 55 

 

Aidan Foley: Oh yeah sorry, so the advantage of twin over single would be that some would 
say that it's potentially, it gives you a different safety arrangement as far as the 
cross passages that I showed. 

Aidan Foley: Sorry. Let's go back to them, let's get this sketch up. 

Aidan Foley: Yeah, so you could see the cross passages there between the two trains which 
provide the place of safety, and traditionally that will in the conservative 
approach to design tunnels ok 

Aidan Foley: The idea between the single bore tunnel is that it allows potentially for a more 
safe access and egress off the train in the event of an emergency. It's quite a 
difficult decision to come to, and just sort we're tending to a single bore now 
and we've a lot of work to do before we go out to the next pubic consultation to 
justify the selection of single bore. 

Aidan Foley: There was a question about serious consideration of all the submissions, if I can 
just reemphasize the fact that we are taking all of the submissions very seriously 
in terms of the route, and when we go out, what we intend to do is review all of 
the submissions, publish a report on the scheme and the amended emerging 
preferred route where practical, and then publish that route.  

Aidan Foley: And the attempt then is to then as you're outlining we would go back out to the 
pubic with that route potentially and say, "Here are the amendments of the 
route." So the people have a real understanding of the changes that we've 
made, why we've made them, and then what the next steps are in terms of 
going forward for the planning. So, that would be another non statutory public 
consultation. 

Aidan Foley: It won't be a road show, like we've just done because I don't think there's a 
need for that. But the opportunity will be there for people to digest what we're 
proposing and comment and give us submissions. 

Aidan Foley: I think that's all the questions, I'm not entirely sure I might of missed something. 

Chair: You have a question do you? 

Cllr Paul McAuliffe: Just for clarity then just in regards to the Mobhi Road site you're saying that it's 
likely that we might go down a single bore route and therefore you wouldn't use 
the main pitch in Na Fianna as a tunnel boring site. 

Aidan Foley: Tunnel boring. 

Cllr Paul McAuliffe: However there still will be stop at that location, and so obviously there will be 
some discussion between Home Farm and Na Fianna as to where that might be 
and what the impact and the school. So, there will still be consultation at that 
site as will be at all the sites, is that correct? 
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Aidan Foley: That is correct and there is ongoing consultation with all the stakeholders with 
respect to the station location. 

Chair: Great thank you, [inaudible 02:10:19]. 

Cllr B Carr: [inaudible 02:10:19] We'll still use the Mobhi Road as an access point instead of 
works okay. 

Aidan Foley: That is correct. 

Cllr B Carr: Okay, and when do you envisage putting the first spade into the ground in 
relation to this how long do you think it's going to take? 

Aidan Foley: Well the construction timeline, the plans of construction commencement date 
is the, early in 2021. 

Aidan Foley: But the normal proceedings of operations is that you would build your stations, 
you'd launch your TBM's and then you would move the tunnel boring machine 
through the completed station, and [inaudible]. 

Aidan Foley: So, that would mean that the stations are quite early on the program. I would 
anticipate that pretty soon after the construction commencement date we'll be 
constructing stations. 

Aidan Foley: Okay, so if we're starting in 2021 you can expect station construction start in 
2021, 2022. 

Chair: Okay, thank you, okay Paul just very briefly because we ... 

Cllr P McAuliffe: Cllr Carr's question de-clarified what I thought I had clarified , so the site won't 
be used as a tunnel boring site, it will be used for the construction of a station, 
but are you indicating it might also be used as a depot? 

Aidan Foley: No. 

Aidan Foley: I certainly never said that anywhere. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: Yeah. So it would be used for the construction site as all of them will be? 

Aidan Foley:: Yes that's correct. 

Chair: Thank you, thanks very much for coming in, really appreciate that. Thank you. 

Chair: Okay so I'm going to take the presentation now ...  
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Chair: Presentation by Coiste Ghaelcholáiste Bhaile Munna in Ballymun towards the 

second level in education, so we have Éamonn de Barra and Mick McCabe 
and ... we got the presentations yesterday by email and in our packs again ... 

Éamonn de Barra: Thanks very much, yeah appreciate that. 

Chair: No problem Éamonn. 

Éamonn de Barra: Is it the space bar or does it work? 

Bridget: Yeah. I just ... the clicker thing doesn't work. [crosstalk 02:12:13] 

Éamonn de Barra: It's Bridget isn't it? 

Bridget: It is Bridget. 

Éamonn de Barra: Hello. 

Bridget: Hi.  

Éamonn de Barra: Thanks very much for that.[inaudible 02:12:24] 

Bridget: Not at all. So basically you just click this button.  

Éamonn de Barra: Thanks Bridget. 

Bridget: No worries. 

Éamonn de Barra: Good [inaudible 02:12:27]. Thanks very much for giving your time today, we 
know you're very ... excuse me ... we know you're very, very busy.  

Éamonn de Barra: No. Actually that's the way these things go, but anyway. So I'm Éamonn de 
Barra. I'm a director of the Irish Language Office up in DIT and Mick McCabe, my 
colleague here, we're ... Mick is in education and training. We're part of a local 

voluntary committee known as by Coiste Ghaelcholáiste Bhaile Munna ], 
which was formalized this year but it's been active for the last number of years. 
In fact the impetuous for this dates back to the early 2000s when the demand in 
Ballymun catchment areas for Irish language second level school provision. Well 
such that students from Ballymun had to use taxis and mini-buses to travel each 
day to and from school to Gaelcholáiste Reachrann, Donaghmeade at their 
parents own expense.  

Éamonn de Barra: So the Coiste comprises voluntary residents of Ballymun, prospective parents, 
Irish language enthusiasts, local representatives, and cultural and sporting 
groups. We share a vision to establish a second level Gaelcholáiste in Ballymun. 
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As a background to cultural and Irish language development in Ballymun, let's 
take a quick look at where we've come from to here. 

Éamonn de Barra: Ballymun agus an gaeilge in 1996 major development began in what we now 
know as Ballymun. In 1970 a local campaign was launched to establish an all 
Irish Primary Gaelscoil. It was met with no small resistance, with one TD of the 
day remarking, "Why would you want an Irish school in Ballymun when you 
can't even speak English?" 

Éamonn de Barra: So 1973 a Scoil an Tseachtar Laoch finally opened. This was a significant 
pioneering milestone, as it was the very first all Irish speaking bunscoil to open 
outside of Gaeltacht area and since the foundation of the state. All of the 
primary gaelscoil on the outside the Gaeltacht does stem from that original 
campaign in Ballymun. 

Éamonn de Barra: 1978 Glor na Gael was set up providing Irish language services. In 1980 Cumann 
Baire Setanta GAA club was established through the hard work and 
commitment of Fergus Breathnach and Proinsias O’Connghaile who are sitting 
here today, and are also members of the Coiste that we're part of. In fact, 
they've been central along with cultural stalward Anton MacGiolla Rua and his 
son Diarmuid who is Chairman of the Coiste, among others present at this table 
I'm sure, in establishing and maintaining the cultural connection with language, 
arts, music, and sport, with the shared goal of enhancing the way of life 
generally in Ballymun. I think that, that should be acknowledged here today as 
well. 

Éamonn de Barra: In 1993, the group Briar Celtic was set up to further promote Irish language 
provision.  1994, a second gaelscoil was set up in Gaelscoil Bhaile Munna and 
was not without it's fair share of opposition from within the community. There 
were those who were understandably unsettled that it might damage the intake 
in Scoil an Tseachtar Laoch. However the contrary has occurred with both 
schools of capacity working in harmony to promote excellence in learning, with 
the Irish language and culture at the core of their ethos, bringing esteem and 
pride to Ballymun. 

Éamonn de Barra: In 2001 the Axis Theatre was established to cater for the wider community. The 
theatre and it's management have consistently been reliable advocates and 
supporters of Irish cultural development, since the theatre and facilities first 
came on stream. Firstly through the work of Ray Yeates and now under the 
stewardship of Mark O'Brien.  

Éamonn de Barra: So why are we seeking to establish the school you might ask. Well we're seeking 
to establish the second level Gaelcholáiste to respond to the continuous growth 
of the Irish language across Dublin North city and county, and the educational 
needs of children and young people currently being taught through the medium 
of the Irish language. And to reflect, the urban chains that will take place over 
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the next number of years in housing and infrastructure, impacting on Ballymun 
and surrounding areas, with the planned metro 

PART 4 OF 5 ENDS [02:16:04] 

Éamonn de Barra: Metro and other initiatives. We also seek to create a more positive identity for 
Ballymun. We also ... there's another crucial element to this endeavour. Should 
the school come into being, and that is to form part of a growing Gaelic quarter 
in Ballymun, sitting between Scoil an Tseachtar Laoch and Cumann Bara 
Setanta. The last piece of the culture of the jigsaw puzzle is where in hard 
fought ongoing campaign, that has lasted more than 50 years ... or close to 50 
years, excuse me.  

Éamonn de Barra: Should the school be given the green light, as outlined in Section 5 of the 
current Ballymun LAP, as I'm sure you're all aware, the council is committed to 
working with the Department of Arts, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht, to contribute 
to attaining network Gaeltacht status for Ballymun, with all the positive funding 
opportunities, and esteem, that would accompany this outcome. In summary, 
we wish to cater for existing demand, contribute to the esteem of the area 
through the positive impact a new Gaelcholaiste would have, and add value, 
and attract funding through obtaining network Gaeltacht status.  

Éamonn de Barra: Why now? If we consider the demographic indicators as shown here, we see 
that there's an extraordinary amount of housing development taking place in 
Ballymun and other catchment areas over the coming years. With roughly 3,000 
units outlined in the Ballymun LAP alone, and over 20,000 units in the greater 
accessible areas, tremendous change is ahead, and will need to be catered for. 
So let's focus on school requirements as set out in the various plans, past and 
present, for Ballymun. The need for a second level school was identified for 
Ballymun as early as 1997 in the BRL Masterplan. 

Éamonn de Barra: The current Dublin City Council at LAP for Ballymun specifies this need in Section 
5, with special mention of Irish Language provision. To allay fears of the existing 
second level school, Trinity Comprehensive, and as a matter of courtesy, the 
Coiste has discussed this proposal with the Principal, Vice Principal, and 
Chairman of the Board of Trinity. While the conversation was positive, of 
course, they require more detail from the Coiste, which we will be in a position 
to furnish, once we have forwarded our discussions with CDETB, and how they 
wish to proceed as they are the custodians of the building we wish to use. 
Which brings us to the location. 

Éamonn de Barra: So, the location we hope to locate in, is the former Trinity Comprehensive 
School, which also houses the CDETB services, including Youthreach and Adult 
Education. Currently the building is in temporary use by Ghaelcholáiste Bhaile 
Munna until they relocate back to their newly built premises in Coultry. We 
have had preliminary talks with the CDETB in relation to the use of their 
building, and had a productive meeting with the CDETB Management, and in 
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their headquarters over in Ballsbridge. A sub-committee was, in fact, specifically 
set up through a previous council meeting in City Hall. Set up by Cllr Paul 
McAuliffe 02:18:40 and Noeleen was there, many of who were present were 
there. The sub-committee comprised The Lord Mayor of Dublin, along with 
Head of Schools and Chief Executive of the CDETB. 

Éamonn de Barra: So, the plan. Our intention is to phase the school in through a considered 12 
year incremental plan. We're currently exploring the possibility of commencing 
as an aerial or satellite on the existing school in 2019 to allow for the gradual 
integration of this school into the area. Demand for this school is strong. We've 
close to 200 children signed up for enrolment with the first year intake 
envisaged for August ... September 2019. As you can see, demand is strong, and 
maintainable through to 2022 and beyond. We also have the support of a 
significant number of parents who have signed up to join the committee, and 
campaign generally.  

Éamonn de Barra: So, who supports this initiative? We've established cross party support and 
community support, which includes prospective parents, [inaudible 02:19:33], 
principals of local schools, politicians, TD's and councillors, local businesses, 
local Irish language organizations, with sports and cultural bodies on board too. 
So where next? The Coiste is engaged in an ongoing, multilayer campaign, to 
bring to the attention of the immediate and wider community the many 
benefits of access to, and location of, a new second level Gaelcholaiste. A 
number of TD's are committed to supporting us in our endeavour, and indicated 
that it will enable the Coiste to provide a presentation before the Irish Language 
committee in Dail Eireann.  

Éamonn de Barra: We hope to meet with Deputy Richard Bruton, Minister of Education and Skills, 
for discussion, once relations have been formalized with the CDETB, once the 
use of that proposed building has been confirmed to us. To that end, we wish to 
further formalize our relationship with the CDETB via a firm contract with regard 
to requested building. In parallel with our campaign to establish the 
Gaelcholaiste, as appropriate, we wish to obtain network Gaeltacht status for 
Ballymun in line with Section 5 of the Ballymun LAP. So this brings us to the final 
part of the presentation, where we'd like to outline the educational model for 
Gaelcholaiste Bhaile Munna.  

Éamonn de Barra: Gaelcholaiste Bhaile Munna in would provide a comprehensive and varied 
curricular experience for young boys and girls of all faiths and none. Mandatory 
core and optional subjects will meet junior and leaving cert requirements. In 
addition, extra curricular activities will focus on the personal and social 
development of each young person, alongside his and her cultural artistic and 
sporting enrichment. Transition year will provide the opportunity for all 
students to participate in a wide range of cultural and community activities, and 
will enhance ... would be enhanced by a specific program focusing on the 
development of leadership skills.  
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Éamonn de Barra: The ethos of Gaelcholaiste Bhaile Munna will focus on mutual respect and 
empathy, the achievement of the highest standards, and an understanding and 
acceptance of the varied learning styles, talents, and abilities that each young 
person brings and contributes to life of the school. The process of engagement 
will be underpinned by the development of healthy and positive relationships 
between and amongst students, teachers, and management. The process ... 
yeah, teachers and management. [in audible] of practice will provide the tools 
for resolving difficulties or disputes, and aid in restoring and sustaining 
relationships.  

Éamonn de Barra: The provision of additional support to young people with special educational 
needs, in particular young people with a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder, 
or ASD, will form part of the overall strategy of educational provision. When on 
stream the ASD until will be enshrined in the [inaudible 02:22:04] policy of the 
school, and accessible to young people of Irish speakers, and non Irish speakers. 
We see Gaelcholaiste Ballymun as a school of the future, a school of many 
possibilities, where the future leaders of the community, of industry, of the arts, 
and the country, will emerge. Go raith mile maith agat a chairde. 

Chair: Brilliant thank you Éamonn. So I've a couple of councillors. So, Paul and then 
Cathleen. 

Cllr P McAuliffe: [inaudible 02:22:33]. Thanks, Cathaoirleach, I didn't realize you'd call me first. I 
just wanted to congratulate the committee. I'm obviously very familiar with the 
project, and I think for a long time, going back to my time when in the Ballymun 
Farmers market, we tried to adopt the Irish language as part of, I suppose, the 
ethos of the markets.  That's because of the huge groundswell of Irish language 
that exists in Ballymun. Unfortunately, I would not have more than just a couple 
of folk to speak about the focal here today.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: But I think what's really important is that other children, other generations, will 
have that opportunity. I think there will be objections from all neighbouring 
schools, because there will be a fear there. But I think given people choice, and 
options, is never a bad thing. I think having additional skills in Ballymun to retain 
students in the Ballymun area, because often we lose students to schools 
outside of Ballymun, I think are positives. I also think that the additional supply 
of housing that comes with the LAP is an important factor to consider in that 
there will be more people living here, and the addition of a Gaelcholaiste, I 
think, will be an added pull to people to the Ballymun area, which has been a 
long term objective of the Masterplan of the regeneration and of the new LAP.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: I think we're unique here, where we have a building, and we don't have a 
school. In most cases it's the other way around. You have a school and no 
building. I hope that the work of the CDETB and the ETB will make that possible 
and that we can get the Gaelcholaiste up and running, even at a very small level 
as [inaudible 02:24:08], or as and [inaudible 02:24:09], or in another form. But, I 
fully support the proposal. I think the amount of work that's gone on in the 
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background has been phenomenal and I know Mary Taylor has been great 
support to them as well, and I hope that we can continue to do that ... work 
alongside the other schools in the area to deliver the project.  

Speaker 22: Thank you [inaudible 02:24:29]. 

Cllr C Carney Boud: Go raith maith agat.  That's about as much Irish as I have, unfortunately.  I think 
it's absolutely brilliant that, and such communities are coming together to look 
at ways of increasing the Irish language in Ballymun. The use of Irish language, 
and the education of Irish language.  I grew up in Scotland, so I never got the 
opportunity to do so. I'm just curious about the ETB, and how your negotiations 
are going with them. I used to be on the CDETB myself, and I know with the 
Educate Together, they managed to come together with a model, where the 
schools still ... they answered to the board of the CDETB, but they have a model 
that allows them a certain amount of autonomy over how the school is run, as 
well.  

Cllr C Carney Boud: But there was much negotiation in how that came about, and I just wonder, 
have you got to that point of how you think your ethos of the school will, I 
suppose, be compatible with the ETB, or is it simply that you're looking for the 
building and nothing more, and how are those negotiations going, in terms of 
that? Because I felt that the ETB, when I was on the board myself, were 
reluctant to look at that way of doing things, and certainly with the Education 
Together schools. So I'm just interested in how that's going for you? But just to 
day, well done to date, on everything you've done, and I think it's fantastic Go 
raith maith agat. 

Chair: I'll just bring in a few speakers, if that's okay, and so, who do I have next? Cllr 
Clancy. 

Cllr A Clancy: Thank you, and it's nice to see you all, and welcome, and can I commend you on 
all your hard work and research, and ambition for Ballymun and Gaelscoile and 
all of that. Just really to say, because just with my CDETB hat on, that it is of 
course, is an ambitious project. This is where projects start, and your in talks 
with CDETB, and I welcome that, and I think that we can hopefully progress our 
knowledge further together. I want to wish you every piece of good luck, and 
probably things will get diverted, and changed, and maybe even come back as 
things do. But I just like to wish you every success. Thank you very much.  

Éamonn de Barra: Thank you. Thank you very much.  

Chair: [inaudible 02:27:02]. 

Cllr A Connaghan: Thanks, Chair.   Apologies for not being able to converse in Irish. Poor primary 
school education. I know I’d be fully supportive of the project, and I know 
anyone that I ever speak to, one of their biggest regrets is not being able to 
speak the language, and unfortunately, growing up, there wasn't many 
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opportunities for me in my own area. But that ... the movement seems to be 
growing and growing, and the addition of a second level school, and I know 
Deputy Ellis would be more familiar to Gaelscoil in the Ballymun area. But now, 
the only query that I really have is that I fully support the proposal. In what way 
do you think, if we can at any stage, if the councillors and Dublin City Council 
can support us in anything, just let us know and I'm sure you'll have the backing 
of the full area committee, Go raith mhait agat. 

Éamonn de Barra: Thank you very much.  

Chair: [inaudible 02:27:55], Andrew. 

Cllr A Montague: Yeah, just Go n-éirí libh. Want to, just a few questions I have about the proposal 
is who are the patrons going to be? Is it going to be an ETB as patrons, or is it 
going to be independent? Does it educate together, or who are the patrons? Or 
are the Gaelscoil schools have their own patrons? I think the people will be very 
interested in that. And how are the ETB, how are the negotiations with the ETB, 
because they do use that building. So how do they feel about your proposals? 
Thank you.  

Éamonn de Barra: Okay. 

Chair/Cllr N Reilly: And finally, just to thank you for coming in. I know quite a lot about this and 
Fergus was giving me an update the other day. He's very excited about the 
project as well. I actually, funny enough, had three or four different parents 
onto me today asking me about this. I didn't know if something had happened, 
or ... but it's absolutely fantastic. It's certainly something that would get a lot of 
support in Ballymun. Parents, you know, there's two Gaelscoils here. They want 
to send their children to school in Ballymun, so will be absolutely fantastic for 
those parents that want to continue their children's Irish education, that they 
can do so in a secondary school.  

Chair/Cllr N Reilly: In terms the building, I think it will become be quite redundant when the 
Gaelscoil leave, like so this is a fantastic opportunity that it gets used, and I 
know you are working very closely with Trinity Comprehensive, and that's 
brilliant as well. There's a lot of stakeholders involved in this, it really has been a 
community effort. Just well done to you's and all the committee, because you's 
have pushed this for the last couple of years, and you's have brought it to every 
forum in Dublin City Council, the Mayors office, the Government. You's really 
have put in every effort. I've no doubt it will succeed, because I haven't really 
seen that much opposition to it, at all, and certainly not in the Ballymun 
community anyway. Thank you.  

Éamonn de Barra: Thanks very much. [inaudible 02:30:03] do you want to take the- 

Mick McCabe: Yes. No more questions in relation to at what stage we are at with the ETD, 
again, we're in a very early stage. And you're correct, the building, it's a school 
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without the school currently. It is currently housing the bunn scoil that will 
move, we were told, into the building very shortly. With the ETB, have 
responsibility for that building. It was necessary for us to bring an expression of 
interest for the use of that school with the ETB. So that started the ball rolling in 
relation to getting it. So, the discussion and negotiation going with the ETB. 
While  it's a challenge for the ETB. The ETB, the City of Dublin ETB, do not have a 
scoil, under their remit, okay? And three [inaudible 02:30:54].  Fingal County 
Council I’m thinking two if not three gaelscoil currently. We were to be the first 
gaelscoil school, and this is Bliain na Gaeilge as well.  We see it an unique 
opportunity. 

Mick McCabe: It will pose challenges to the ETB in relation to how it will be managed into the 
future. The idea of a satellite is often the way for new schools to evolve as a 
developing school using an existing school where a deputy principal might be 
appointed in the first year, second year, third year, until there is a substantial 
number of pupils to justify it being managed in its own right. As you see, we're 
starting on a very small scale, looking at 25 students per year, each year, so over 
the first six years, until those first years reach their leaving cert, there will be 
150 students. We see this as really a 12 year plan, it really calls [inaudible 
02:31:49] and developments that will be taking place in Ballymun over the next 
number of years. Our relationship with the ETB will be evolving, and possibly 
changing, as the school develops an identity of its own.  

Mick McCabe: The discussion could move that we could become aerial of Trinity 
Comprehensive, but because this current school, the [inaudible] Trinity 
Comprehensive, is on the patronage currently of the ETB, we have to start the 
negotiations at that stage with them. If they can come on board as a partner, 
because we see it always, the collaboration, the partnership. That there's a role 
for everyone, and the ETB have the experience, they are patron bodies, they 
have the resources. If we can work with them to enable us to get us in for a first 
year, the momentum will grown. The momentum is already growing, and we 
see that the school itself, the demand it grow, and subsequently you can see 
that standing as a school in its own right as the years progress. But I think, 
initially, we have to start those negotiations with the ETB.  

Mick McCabe: And to, I suppose, elaborate on that, they look for particular figures. They look 
for us to deliver. There's a bit of a chicken and egg thing. They want a particular 
model. We know the Educate Together model, for example, where they can 
mobilize massive numbers, when, in fact, the real number might be a lot less 
than they're actually mobilized. So we're aware of various different strategies 
that are out there to garner. But we've got very real uptake from the parents, in 
particular, and you can see that, I suppose. That surprises them, a lot of the 
time, when you mention the support you have from the actual parents who are 
wiling to come on board.  

Mick McCabe: Then, just to answer a couple of the other questions.  Cllr Connaghan, you asked 
her what sort of support can be given? What we ... it's just, we need advocates 
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for this school. I know most of you have wished us well, and we hope everyone 
can come on board. But along the road, this is going to be bumpy, there are 
going to be certain things ... but we'll need support from the local councillors to 
get it over the line. Particularly in relation to that school. I don't know if we've 
impressed upon you how important it is for us to get them to give us that 
building.  

Mick McCabe: Because we understand we'd have to coalesce with Youthreach and the Adult 
Education in there as well, and we know that there's all sorts of anxieties about 
how all of these things would readjust. So it's about having discussions at this 
stage to figure out how that could happen. Because you don't want to be 
shifting things around like that, and it'd be the reason why, you know. So, you 
just need to have these discussions opened at a stage where we can foresee 
how this ... how we could frame this school. But really, the idea is that that 
building does not get used for anything else. That's the idea, basically. So, we 
just need that building to be earmarked for this Gaelcholaiste, because we all 
know if we don't have a building that's ready to go, or fit for purpose, it's 
another ten year battle to get a place built. Or at least, six or seven, anyway.  

Mick McCabe: Between all of the planning. Cllr Montague you have there who are the patrons 
going to be, right? So, it would, currently the idea is we have to discuss that with 
the CDETB, whether they're the patrons or not. If we were to get it, for example, 
to become a satellite or an [inaudible 02:35:20] of Trinity Comprehensive, if that 
were to happen, they work with the archbishop of Dublin, as well. There are a 
couple of stakeholders in that building. The ETB do have a person who sits on 
the board of that ... of the Board of Management. It's not exactly under the 
CDETB, so there would have to be other discussions about how that would be 
framed. Because for example, the ETB may decide, what they decide, is that 
they want it to be a name of a school, because that can happen as well.  

Mick McCabe: Or it can be a satellite of a school, which isn't necessarily in the immediate area. 
Which would be, from our point of view, it would be a bit illogical, but we don't 
know how that ... because we haven't had that discussion. So we don't want to 
pre-empt anything. But, the structures that the ETB have in place for school, a 
lot of it aligns perfectly with our own ideal, and our ideal for the school as well. 
So, when we had Denise Kelly for Head of Schools, came in and gave us a 
presentation on how the CDETB operate, and in terms of the new curriculum in 
particular. A lot of it lined up perfectly with what we were talking about. There 
are a lot of other things where we're discussing ... we're very ambitious about 
this. But again, there's a lot of that discussion needs to happen. To figure out 
exactly where we're going to end up.  

Mick McCabe: So in terms of how the CDETB feel about that, for example. Noeleen you were 
saying three or four parents came up to you today, already, asking you ... and 
Fergus saying the same. People are coming up all of the time asking when's this 
... you go into a pharmacy, people are asking, when is it going to open up? So, 
we will open ... the idea is to open it in 2019. That's when we want to open it 



T005_20180619 (Completed  08/03/18) 
Transcript by Rev.com 

Page 52 of 55 

 

up. But obviously, things would have to move along very quickly now, for that to 
happen. Because time is pressing. We want to have an open night in October or 
November of this year. That's what we want to do. But whether ... we need to 
have a lot of ducks in a row before that can happen. So any support we can get 
from you guys would be absolutely ... well, we couldn't do without it really. Cllr 
McAuliffe, you were just asking about the resistance that might exist there, 
from other schools.  

Mick McCabe: Obviously, understandably, there would be resistance if it looks like somebody is 
moving in on a turf that was traditionally there's. However, this is Ballymun. This 
is Ballymun, and this is to cater for Ballymun. For the people of Ballymun. As I 
said at the very start, back in 2003, students had to travel by taxi and by minibus 
all the way down to Donaghmede to Gaelcholáiste Reachrann at the expense of 
their own parents, for this whole six year cycle. Because they couldn't get into 
the schools that were here, that to cater for their needs as they wanted, 
because they had gone to the gaelscoil school, here in Ballymun.  

Mick McCabe: But they couldn't find a place in the school near here, so they have to go all the 
way down to Donaghmede at their parents expense. It was very, very expensive. 
I think it was six or seven parents that actually had to pay for that. So, this is 
about Ballymun and about catering for here, and for the catchment areas, which 
this can provide for as well. But it's about that little bit of the jigsaw puzzle that 
we were talking about. We have Gaelcholaiste Ballymun, Scoil an Tseachtar 
Laoch, there's DCU, the filter course that's up there. But there's no second level 
provision here in Ballymun. Why not, really, is the question. The demand 
already exists, and that's just outside any other statistic you want to look for.  

Mick McCabe: Even this is before any development happens. There's a demand, and that we 
already have enough students to fill the first class. So this is about providing that 
space for them. We have a maintainable intake for at least the first four or five 
years already. Of course, when you have your first couple of years, people are 
happy then, to get on board, than after that. So, it's really, the demand exists, 
this is about creating, just, the space for that, to cater to that demand. Then we 
have the esteem of the area as well, with the Gaelcholaiste and what that would 
bring with it. The two gaelscoil have done amazing things for the area, Scoil an 
Tseachtar Laoch was top in the country for drama, music as well, and you have 
Setanta, which has done amazing things.  

Mick McCabe: They have the workshop up there, with their instrument making. It's just this 
cultural hub that exists, and this is all people in the area doing it. A lot of the 
times, there's no support for it. They just plough ahead with it. We just need the 
building, need the building, and then we can make everything else work. “whats 
that” the rest will come. I think there was one other ... no, I think that was it, 
really. A lot of success wishes, thank you very much for your time, and we hope 
that we can get some contact details off people, and keep people abreast of 
how we're getting on, but if there is anything else that- 
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Chair: David wants to come in very quickly, just- 

Cllr D Costello: Just briefly. Just, when you're only taking in 25 kids a year from the start, 
obviously we're used to looking at bigger secondary school around the place 
that give a diverse range of subjects and options that kids can get involved in. 
How do you provide that options to the kids and does that restrict their 
education, whether you're giving them their education through Irish, are you 
limiting their options in terms of other subjects, and just ... I know that's ... not 
to take away from all the positives that we've seen- [crosstalk 02:40:39]- 

Éamonn de Barra: No, it's a very good point. It's a very good point.  

Mick McCabe: That's the idea of the [inaudible 02:40:42] of the satellite, that we would cater 
... all the subjects would be catered for what the availability of the staff, or the 
resources from another particular school. The application is made on groups of 
25, the .hourly ... I think it's 800 hours, I think the department provide, so its 
about how that is divided up. But, it's called a developing school, so there is 
room and space to ensure that the children do have full access to all of the 
subjects. Our biggest challenges, or one of the challenges, will be to try to 
ensure that we can recruit teachers who can provide their subject  through the 
medium of Irish; that will be a challenge. It may not happen in the first couple 
years. But we will have to then acknowledge that some of the subjects through 
the medium of English. But it's been, but by being [inaudible 02:41:39], that's 
how we provide for all the different courses that the children require. 

Mick McCabe: And to further that point, then, there are a number ... there's a precedent that 
has been set in a number of areas around the country. For example, the 
Chairman of the Coiste Diarmuid, was in touch with a few of them, in a 
particular place over in Sligo The question, that question, first of all, it's not as 
easy as just being an [inaudible 02:42:04] to the school. You just plonk yourself 
in and you say, no, you manage it. It's a big thing, it's a big ask, for any school. 
So you have to put it out to tender, you have to ask people whether they're 
happy to take you in as an [inaudible 02:42:15], what it involves, and as Mick 
said, some of the subjects would have to be taught through English as well. 
There are compromises here, it doesn't all have to be ... [crosstalk 02:42:26] it 
might [inaudible 02:42:26], but there is a precedent that has been set, exactly 
what you're asking there. It does work, and it can work, and so there are 
avenues to look at in order to develop that framework.  

Chair: Great. So thank you so much.  

Éamonn/Mick: Thanks – Go raith maith agat. Thank you very much. Go raith maith agat  

Chair: Thank you. Go raith maith agat. Getting back to the agenda, so where are we? 
The Ballymun Area Office Report. And, agreed? [crosstalk 02:42:56]. Agreed. So, 
we have ...Connell McGlynn here. We almost forgot about you here. I'll take 
Norma's motion, 21, and thanks for waiting so long. It's just going to give us a 
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verbal update on the Oscar Traynor Lands, and Norma's motions there, as well, 
so you might as well take- 

Speaker 28: [inaudible 02:43:17]. 

Speaker 23: This [crosstalk 02:43:19]. 

Connell McGlynn: Good afternoon, everybody. If you notice in the back of the Northwest Area 
Report, page 107, there's a short bullet point in report of where we actually are 
at the moment, and where we hope to be now in the near future. But I'll just 
point out the positive one, the seven developers invested in the development, 
and they're currently being assessed. I actually have it there that the current 
assessment and clarifications for candidates will be completed by tomorrow, 
Wednesday the 20th. There's further clarifications, required as well so that will 
be pushed out by about 10 days. So my last point on the report there is an 
intention to publish the ITPD document for the successful candidate by mid-
August, that will be pushed out now til the end of August, early September. So 
will there be any questions?  

Speaker 30: [inaudible 02:44:18]. 

Chair: Okay, thank you very much. So ... and Norma, you have [inaudible 02:44:46]? 

Speaker 28: Yeah.  

Chair: Okay, [inaudible 02:44:46]. Any other business [inaudible 02:44:46]. Have we 
asked [inaudible 02:44:46]?  

Cllr N Sammon: All right, if there's any answer to it, I didn't get one.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: Norma, in order to be helpful, I did speak with Helen O'Leary from the LCDC, 
and she did say that if a proposal is put before her, she would see if she could 
consider it within the LCDC.  

Cllr N Sammon: Okay.  

Cllr P McAuliffe: That's not to let the Area Office off the hook later, but it ... that we have support 
from both sides on the project.  

Cllr N Sammon: Well, on that basis, yes, if Aidan has a response, but I would defer it then, and 
maybe just link in with them.  

Aidan Maher: Yeah, actually, because we thought it was deferred, we didn't actually [inaudible 
02:45:18]. But we just got your proposal, just looking through it there. It's a 
number of areas. So, actually only three in the Northwest Area, most of them 
are in the North Central, and some are in the Central. So, in fact, the amount of 
money per area isn’t an extravagance, so I think it's ... even though it's not one 
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of our functions, or ... whatever. It is possible. Especially if Helen feels things 
that can be supported.  

Chair: Thanks, everyone. [inaudible 02:45:54]. Thank you [inaudible 02:46:36]. 
[crosstalk 02:46:36]- 

PART 5 OF 5 ENDS [02:46:36] 

 




